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  Colossians 3:22-25
(22) Bondservants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh, not with
eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but in sincerity of heart, fearing God. (23) And
whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, (24) knowing that
from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord
Christ. (25) But he who does wrong will be repaid for what he has done, and there
is no partiality.
New King James Version   

Is God involved in our lives? Paul is bringing the example of Christ, and His attitude
toward those who were in authority, all the way down to an employment level. In
Ephesians 5:21, he brought it down to a relationship within a congregation. But in both
cases, the submitting was done out of respect for God—notbecause the authority was
great, not because the person was a better man or woman—in fact, it had nothing
whatever to do with the character of the person in authority.

Our submission has everything to do with our relationship to God, what we know of Him,
and the purpose He is working out. The biblical definition of submission is clear. This
instruction is in perfect harmony with Romans 12 where he says, "Live with all men in
peace," as well as, "Vengeance is mine, I will repay!"

Submission is an act of faith. It has nothing at all to do with the quality of character of the
person to whom we are submitting. It does not matter whether he is a good or a bad
guy. It does not matter whether or not we feel what he is doing is unjust. It may be very
unjust—asthe taking of Christ's life was very unjust. But Christ submitted to whatever
God permitted—outof fear, out of respect, out of faith that God had Him in His hands
and nothing would happen before its time. He knew God was concerned about the
outcome of His life.

So then, biblical submission is respecting divinely appointed authority out of respect for
Christ.
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— John W. Ritenbaugh

To learn more, see:
Submitting (Part 1)
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