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Matthew 25:1-13

(1) “Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened to ten virgins who took
their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. (2) Now five of them
were wise, and five were foolish. (3) Those who were foolish took their
lamps and took no oil with them, (4) but the wise took oil in their vessels
with their lamps. (5) But while the bridegroom was delayed, they all
slumbered and dept. (6) “And at midnight a cry was heard: ‘Behold, the
bridegroom is coming; go out to meet him!” (7) Then all those virgins
arose and trimmed their lamps. (8) And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give
us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.” (9) But the wise
answered, saying, ‘ No, lest there should not be enough for us and you;
but go rather to those who sell, and buy for yourselves.” (10) And while
they went to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went
in with him to the wedding; and the door was shut. (11) “ Afterward the
other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, Lord, opento us!’ (12) But he
answered and said, ‘ Assuredly, | say to you, | do not know you.’” (13)
“Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour in which the
Son of Man is coming.

New King James Version

Knowing that human nature loses heart over time without the help of the
Holy Spirit, Jesus understood that His church would need encouragement to
be watchful while awaiting His second coming. For this reason, He gave the
Parable of the Ten Virgins to some of the twelve disciplesjust days before
His brutal crucifixion. The parable pictures ten virgins waiting for the
Bridegroom's return. However, half of the virgins are unprepared because
they lose heart in the face of their uncertainty, and as a result, they do not
prepare and persevere to the end.

Jesus gives ample warning in His teaching concerning the last days and the
need for spiritual preparation for them. But He also realizes that His church
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would need spiritual focus while waiting for His return. Therefore, He warns
that lack of adequate preparation for His coming can be eternally
devastating. Jesus makes the purpose of this parable clear initslast verse.
"Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour in which the
Son of Man iscoming" (verse 13).

— Martin G. Collins

Tolearn more, see:
Parable of the Ten Virgins (Part One)
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