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Luke 21:34-36

(34) Watch yourselves, lest your hearts be preoccupied with high living
and drinking and the cares of thislife, and that day come upon you
suddenly. (35) For asasnareit shall come upon all those who dwell on
the face of the earth. (36) Watch therefore, and pray at al times that you
may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall come to
pass, and to stand before the Son of man.”

A Faithful Version

This chapter gives us an overview of the hair-raising, terrifying events
leading to Christ's return. Despite all the evidence that will be available for
us to witness and thus motivate us, He feelsit is necessary to warn usto be
alert.

It seems almost redundant. Why should we of all people need to be warned?
WEell, the general answer is because the Laodicean has trouble keeping his
attention, his mind, focused. Hismind is al over the place. At least in terms
of spiritual things, the Laodicean, has a short attention span. He can go at it
for spurts—maybe on the Sabbath for a couple of hours—but what happens
during the week? Has his love of beauty—the beauty that thisworld isfully
capable of producing to distract the senses—kept him occupied? Is he drawn
to those things? If heis, what relationship will be abused? The answer to that
isvery clear: hisrelationship with God.

When we consider Revelation 3:14-18 carefully, we see that thisis the
problem. The Laodicean has compromised with hislifein the use of histime.
It is not that heis sinning all the time, but that he is not paying attention to
the Bridegroom!

Ladies, how would you feel if the man you are to marry pays attention to
everything but you? What would happen to the relationship? That is the
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problem with the Laodicean: His mind is drifting to take in all kinds of
things except the One that he is going to marry—until the Sabbath comes
along. He will appear in church, and everything looks fairly good, but al
during the week he has been paying attention to everything except Christ.

Prayer becomes ineffective. He does not allow God to communicate with
him through Bible study in the way that he should. Thereisvery little
meditation. He is not doing a great deal of thinking about the One to whom
he is betrothed. We can begin to see that his love of beauty istaking himin
the wrong direction, and the abuse falls on the relationship that he most

needs to build and to protect.

Tolearn more, see:
L aodiceanism

P 00:00 00:00 =) cmm—

Related Topics:
Alertness

Christ's Return
Compromise

Dating Metaphor
Divided Attention
Divided L oyalty
Drifting Spiritually
Engagement

Focus

Focus, Spiritual
God's Warning
Jesus Christ's Return
L aodicean Attitude
Prophetic Warning
Relationship with God

Page 2 of 3

— John W. Ritenbaugh


https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/sermon/id/1082/laodiceanism.htm
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/sermon/id/1082/ap/1/laodiceanism.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/3015/Alertness.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/1765/Christs-Return.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/256/Compromise.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/1362/Dating-Metaphor.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/14597/Divided-Attention.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/5776/Divided-Loyalty.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/1833/Drifting-Spiritually.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/9113/Engagement.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/7147/Focus.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/4412/Focus-Spiritual.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/1214/Gods-Warning.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/149/Jesus-Christs-Return.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/5622/Laodicean-Attitude.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/2542/Prophetic-Warning.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/101/Relationship-With-God.htm

The Berean: Daily Verse and Commentary for Luke 21:34-36 (https.//www.
theberean.org)

Spiritual Alertness
Spiritual Engagement
Time, Use of

Use of Time
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