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Daily Verse and Comment

  Matthew 25:19-20

(19) Now after a long time, the lord of those servants came to take 
account with them. (20) Then the one who had received five talents came 
to  brought an additional five talents, saying, 'Lord, you delivered him and
five talents to me; see, I have gained five other talents besides them.' 

    A Faithful Version

The master never sets a time for his return, indicating he could return at any 
time. However, we know that his return does not occur before his servants 
have time to increase their talents. The first and second servants cheerfully 
relate their success in trading, giving their master his property with double 
interest. Both are rewarded the same, receiving the praise, "Well done!" Both 
receive the promise, "I will make you ruler." Both receive glory, "Enter into 
the  of your lord." Though these two servants differ in the talents they joy
receive, they are the same in obedience, diligence, and  to their faithfulness
master, and so receive the same reward.

The master passes a serious judgment on the burier of the talent: 
condemnation for neglecting his trust. This servant's true character reveals 
itself in his reply. His flawed view of his master's intentions leads him to 
excuse his own failure to the point of flagrant disrespect. To his idleness, he 
adds injustice, so his lord sees him as lazy and wicked ( ).Matthew 25:26

We must always appreciate all of Christ's gifts. "For if there is first a willing 
mind, it is accepted according to what one has, and not according to what he 
does not have" ( ). The true Christian's attitude is II Corinthians 8:12
contentment with what he has and making the very best use of it. It is better 
to have a low position in God's service with faithfulness than a high position 
with unfaithfulness. Our limitation should be an incentive to spiritual and 
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moral action and persistence. In the end, what  commends and rewards is God
not brilliance, popularity, or cleverness, but faithfulness and obedience to 
Him regardless of human recognition or praise.

— Martin G. Collins

To learn more, see:
Parable of the Talents (Part Two)
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