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  Amos 5:4-12

(4) For thus says the LORD to the house of Israel: 
"Seek Me and live; 
(5) But do not seek Bethel, 
Nor enter Gilgal, 
Nor pass over to Beersheba; 
For Gilgal shall surely go into captivity, 
And Bethel shall come to nothing. 
(6) Seek the L  and live, ORD

Lest He break out like fire  the house of Joseph, in
And devour  it,
With no one to quench  in Bethel— it
(7) You who turn justice to wormwood, 
And lay righteousness to rest in the earth!" 
(8) He made the Pleiades and Orion; 
He turns the shadow of death into morning 
And makes the day dark as night; 
He calls for the waters of the sea 
And pours them out on the face of the earth; 
The LORD  His name. is
(9) He rains ruin upon the strong, 
So that fury comes upon the fortress. 
(10) They hate the one who rebukes in the gate, 
And they abhor the one who speaks uprightly. 
(11) Therefore, because you tread down the poor 
And take grain taxes from him, 
Though you have built houses of hewn stone, 
Yet you shall not dwell in them; 
You have planted pleasant vineyards, 
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But you shall not drink wine from them. 
(12) For I know your manifold transgressions 
And your mighty sins: 
Afflicting the just  taking bribes; and
Diverting the poor  at the gate. from justice

    New King James Version

Why does Amos specifically mention Bethel (verses 5-6) other than that it 
was where the Israelites were holding feasts? Why did they choose Bethel as 
a feast site? Bethel played an important role in Israel's history. Twice Jacob, 
one of the fathers of Israel, has important events happen to him there.

 records the first occasion Jacob has an encounter with  Genesis 28:11-22 God
at Bethel, though it was not called Bethel then. It received its name—"House 
of God"—from God revealing Himself to Jacob there, and Jacob believing 
that He lived there. On this occasion, the patriarch arrives as a homeless 
wanderer, a man on the run from the murderous intents of his brother Esau. 
He is a man with a past, having just deceived his father and brother out of the 
blessing. Nevertheless, God reveals Himself to him there, and the 
transformation of Jacob begins. He leaves Bethel as a man with a future.

The second time he encounters God at Bethel ( , 7, 9-15), he Genesis 35:1-4
arrives after departing from his father-in-law, Laban, and having reconciled 
with Esau. He is a far better man than the first time, but he is not yet 
complete. However, he arrives as "Jacob" and departs as "Israel." The new 
name is assurance of the reality that he is a new man, that a transformation is 
taking place. In the Israelite mind, Bethel thus became associated as a place 
of renewal, of reorientation, of transformation by God.

Even as verses 1-3 of Amos 5 are a dirge, verses 8-9 are in the form of a 
hymn praising the true God, the transforming God. When God is at work, 
things change for the better; He is the God who makes a difference.

With this background, we can understand why Amos 5 calls attention to 
Bethel. God is asking, "Why aren't you Israelites being transformed in the 

https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/785/eVerseID/796
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/booklet/id/421/god-is-what.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/1013/eVerseID/1016


The Berean: Daily Verse and Commentary for Amos 5:4-12 (https://www.
theberean.org)

Page  of 3 4

conduct of your life when you keep the feasts?" He is saying, "You indeed 
go to Bethel for the feast, but no transformation of your conduct and attitude 
occurs. Are you going there to seek Me?"

One of the primary proofs that God is making a difference in a person's life 
occurs when one who was formerly hostile to God and His law begins to 
love God and His law. He shows his new love by obeying God and His law 
in his life in areas like those mentioned in verses 10-12.

Yet, the Israelites attended the feasts in Bethel and returned home with their 
lives still ungoverned by God's truth. When Jacob met God, his life began 
changing immediately, as his vow to tithe in  shows.  Genesis 28:22 Faith
immediately became part of the conduct of his life. The lives of those in 
Amos' day should also have changed according to the dictates, principles, 
and examples of God's Word. They should have left Bethel singing and 
exemplifying, "Oh, how I love Your law! It is my meditation all the day" (

).Psalm 119:97

It seems that these people turned the feast in Bethel into nothing more than a 
vacation. Thus, Amos admonishes, "Do not seek Bethel! Seek the Lord and 
live!" Ultimately, the Bethel approach signifies death, not life.

— John W. Ritenbaugh
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 Walk
 Walk as Codeword for Living

 Walk the Walk
 Walk with God

 Worship
 Worship as Way of Life
 Worship as Way we live

 Worship in Spirit and Truth
 Worship, False

Worship, Object of 
 Worshipping in Vain
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