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  Amos 5:5

(5) But do not seek Bethel, 
Nor enter Gilgal, 
Nor pass over to Beersheba; 
For Gilgal shall surely go into captivity, 
And Bethel shall come to nothing. 

    New King James Version

What is Gilgal's significance in Israel's spiritual history? Israel's first 
experience at Gilgal occurs when the people cross into the Promised Land 
under Joshua: "Now the people came up from the Jordan on the tenth day of 
the first month, and they camped in Gilgal on the east border of Jericho" (

). In Gilgal, they set up the twelve stones taken from the Jordan Joshua 4:19
as a memorial of their crossing (verse 20-24).

 records that it was in Gilgal that all the Israelite males who Joshua 5:1-12
had been born during the forty years in the wilderness were circumcised, 
thus entering into the Old Covenant—in effect, becoming God's nation in the 
land. Verse 10 shows that they kept the first  in the Promised Land Passover
in Gilgal, and in verse 12, where they first ate the fruit of the land.

Chapters 9, 10, and 14 show that Joshua launched his military attacks from 
Gilgal against the people of the land to secure it for Israelite inhabitation. I 

 records that Saul was confirmed as Israel's first king in Samuel 11:14-15
Gilgal. All this early history of Israel's occupation of Canaan made Gilgal a 
shrine to the Israelites' inheritance and possession of the land.

https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/22429/eVerseID/22429
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/5930/eVerseID/5930
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/5936/eVerseID/5947
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/biblestudy/id/12/passover.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/7460/eVerseID/7461
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/7460/eVerseID/7461
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However, Amos again hits the people with a precisely aimed lightning bolt 
by saying, "Gilgal shall surely go into captivity [exile]" ( ). He then Amos 5:5
fastens that thought more firmly in their minds by making it personal: 
"'Therefore I will send you into captivity beyond Damascus,' says the L , ORD

whose name is the  of hosts" (verse 27). In other words, even though God
they observed a festival in the shrine that commemorated possession of the 
Promised Land, those prosperous, lukewarm people listening to him would 
lose the land and be taken into captivity.

From this knowledge, we can begin to understand the attitude that Amos 
confronted. Generally, complacency or apathy was the problem, but 
specifically, it was much narrower.

With the Bethel illustration, Amos points out that they were mistaken in 
believing that God was in this place, and therefore their  for life was a hope
hollow one. They were assuming that simply because they were there, it 
would work in their favor.

The Beersheba illustration makes them face the fact that they were assuming 
God was with them. Their pride was almost boundless. They should have 
been asking whether God was pleased to walk with them.

The Gilgal illustration deals with their assumption that, because they were 
not only in the Promised Land but in full possession of it, everything was 
thus well with them.

Amos 5 highlights three critical assumptions, all of which are factors in a 
doctrine evangelical Christians term " ." The context of the eternal security
chapter shows a wealth of religious activity (verses 21-26). Amos mentions 
religious festivals, animal sacrifices, and music they believed to be 
glorifying to God, all indicating worship services of some kind. They went in 
for religion in a big way! Undoubtedly, they were wholehearted about it, so 
it was probably emotionally satisfying to them. But what good is worship if 
it does not get through to God? This is what Amos reveals to them. All of 
their enthusiasm was for naught because their daily lives did not match God's 
standards.

https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/22429/eVerseID/22429
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/booklet/id/421/god-is-what.htm
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/article/id/735/the-elements-of-motivation-part-three-hope.htm
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/article/id/693/eternal-security.htm
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We are assured of making it into God's Kingdom on the strength of His 
ability to prepare us. So what is the problem? Verse 24 gives us some 
insight: "But let justice run down like water, and righteousness like a mighty 
stream."

The first phrase can just as easily read, "Let justice [or, ] roll judgment
down." There is a clever play on a word here, as  means "the rolling." Gilgal
The people attended the festivals in Gilgal, but before their arrival and after 
they returned home, justice and righteousness failed to roll down—we might 
say "trickle down"—into their everyday life. Things went on as before. They 
had fun at the feast all right, but nothing changed spiritually.

Justice is the fruit of righteousness. When linked as they are in this verse, 
 stands for correct moral practice in daily life, and  for justice righteousness

the cultivation of correct moral principles. Justice is external, righteousness 
is internal. The trouble with Gilgal was that the people allowed their human 
nature to keep their religion in a box with no way for it to influence daily life.

Together, these three illustrations show that our relationship with God is not 
a game. Each of His festivals has a serious purpose in keeping us oriented 
toward the completion of His purpose for us as individuals, for His church, 
for Israel, and in due time, for the whole world. Presently, attention is 
focused on the church and our part in its life. The church exists to serve Him 
in witnessing  to  by our lives, as well as by preaching. the gospel the world
We cannot witness well without preparation, and the festivals play an 
important role in this.

— John W. Ritenbaugh

To learn more, see:
Amos 5 and the Feast of Tabernacles

 Related Topics:
 Beersheba

https://www.truegospel.org/
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/sermon/id/440/christian-and-world-part-one.htm
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/article/id/1081/amos-5-feast-of-tabernacles.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/284/Beersheba.htm
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 Bethel
 Bethel as a Place of Transformation

 Complacency
 Complacency, Moral

 False Hope
 False Religion

False Security 
 Feasts, Keeping Properly

 Feasts, Keeping Spiritually
 Gilgal

 Holiness
 Relationship with God

 Saul
 Way We Worship
 What We Worship

 Worship
 Worship, False

 Worshipping in Vain
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https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/2895/Worship-False.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/2896/Worshipping-Vain.htm
https://www.cgg.org
http://www.cgg.org/r/?s=ZscHgE3

