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  Philippians 4:5
(5) Let your gentleness be known to all men. The Lord is at hand.
New King James Version   

The New King James translates this literally. The margin, however, reads: "Let your
forbearance or graciousness be known to all men." Let it shine. Why? "The Lord is at
hand."

This is a Book written to us! We are coming upon the absolute worst time in human
history, and Paul left us a note from nearly two thousand years ago, telling us that this
time, as it was in the days of Noah, is the time to exhibit forbearance to all men.
Forbearance should be on the top of our list of virtues that we want to include in our
character. We should let our gentleness, graciousness, forbearance be known to all
men, especially at the end. Squabbles, fights, and offenses only make things that much
worse in this terrible era of human history.

Among us there should be peace and unity. If anyone is to be seen showing love and
forbearance for one another, it should be God's church - and lately, in the past decade,
we have failed the forbearance test. It does not mean we must put up with evil for long,
but that we give others a chance to change. If they fail to change, then matters must be
worked out so that there will be peace. But we have to start with forbearance.

— Richard T. Ritenbaugh

To learn more, see:
Forbearance
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Related Topics:
Forbearance
Gentleness
Graciousness
Longsuffering
Peace
Peace Maker
Peace Making
Peace, Pursuing
Peacemaker
Peacemaking
Unity
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