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Matthew 13:3-9

(3) Then He spoke many things to them in parables, saying: "Behold, a
sower went out to sow. (4) And as he sowed, some seed fell by the
wayside; and the birds came and devoured them. (5) Some fell on stony
places, where they did not have much earth; and they immediately sprang
up because they had no depth of earth. (6) But when the sun was up they
were scorched, and because they had no root they withered away. (7)
And some fell among thorns, and the thorns sprang up and choked them.
(8) But othersfell on good ground and yielded a crop: some a
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. (9) He who has earsto hear, let him
hear!"

Matthew 13:19-23

(19) When anyone hears the word of the kingdom, and does not
understand it, then the wicked one comes and snatches away what was
sown in his heart. Thisis he who received seed by the wayside. (20) But
he who received the seed on stony places, thisis he who hears the word
and immediately receivesit with joy; (21) yet he has no root in himself,
but endures only for awhile. For when tribulation or persecution arises
because of the word, immediately he stumbles. (22) Now he who
received seed among the thorns is he who hears the word, and the cares
of thisworld and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and he
becomes unfruitful. (23) But he who received seed on the good ground is
he who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and
produces. some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty."

Mark 4:3-9
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(3) 'Listen! Behold, a sower went out to sow. (4) And it happened, as he
sowed, that some seed fell by the wayside; and the birds of the air came
and devoured it. (5) Some fell on stony ground, where it did not have
much earth; and immediately it sprang up because it had no depth of
earth. (6) But when the sun was up it was scorched, and because it had no
root it withered away. (7) And some seed fell among thorns; and the
thorns grew up and choked it, and it yielded no crop. (8) But other seed
fell on good ground and yielded a crop that sprang up, increased and
produced: some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some a hundred.' (9) And He
said to them, 'He who has ears to hear, let him hear!”

Mark 4:14-20

(14) The sower sows the word. (15) And these are the ones by the
wayside where the word is sown. When they hear, Satan comes
immediately and takes away the word that was sown in their hearts. (16)
These likewise are the ones sown on stony ground who, when they hear
the word, immediately receive it with gladness; (17) and they have no
root in themselves, and so endure only for atime. Afterward, when
tribulation or persecution arises for the word's sake, immediately they
stumble. (18) Now these are the ones sown among thorns; they are the
ones who hear the word, (19) and the cares of thisworld, the
deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other things entering in choke
the word, and it becomes unfruitful. (20) But these are the ones sown on
good ground, those who hear the word, accept it, and bear fruit: some
thirtyfold, some sixty, and some a hundred.’

L uke 8:4-8

(4) And when a great multitude had gathered, and they had come to Him
from every city, He spoke by a parable: (5) “A sower went out to sow his
seed. And as he sowed, some fell by the wayside; and it was trampled
down, and the birds of the air devoured it. (6) Some fell on rock; and as
soon asit sprang up, it withered away because it lacked moisture. (7)
And some fell among thorns, and the thorns sprang up with it and choked
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it. (8) But othersfell on good ground, sprang up, and yielded acrop a
hundredfold.” When He had said these things He cried, “He who has ears
to hear, let him hear!”

Luke8:11-15

(11) 'Now the parableisthis: The seed isthe word of God. (12) Those by
the wayside are the ones who hear; then the devil comes and takes away
the word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved. (13)
But the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear, receive the word
with joy; and these have no root, who believe for awhile and in time of
temptation fall away. (14) Now the ones that fell among thorns are those
who, when they have heard, go out and are choked with cares, riches, and
pleasures of life, and bring no fruit to maturity. (15) But the ones that fell
on the good ground are those who, having heard the word with a noble
and good heart, keep it and bear fruit with patience.

New King James Version

In the Parable of the Sower (Matthew 13:3-9, 19-23; also Mark 4:3-9, 14-20;
Luke 8:4-8, 11-15), Jesus reveals why those who hear the gospel of the
coming Kingdom of God are not always receptive in the same way. People
who are called have their minds opened, the Holy Spirit enabling them to
take it to heart, yet many see its surface value but do not internalize it. The
parable illustrates the church's relationship to the different groups of people
with which it comesin contact.

Jesus uses three components—the sower, the seed and the soils—to indicate
the differences.His story shows the fate of the sown seed, the different types
of soilson which it fell, and the resulting effects. Though Jesus namesiit "the
parable of the sower" (Matthew 13:18), the subject matter sheds particular
light on the diverse soils. Nevertheless, the sower does not play a minor role
in the parable, since without Him no sowing would occur, without which
there would be no possibility of fruit. However, the sower represents a
group, as well as Jesus Himself (Matthew 13:37). The language suggests any
typical sower, so God's ministers may be considered sowers of the gospel as
well. The Parable of the Sower is essential because it introduces and
anticipates the whole series of parables in Matthew 13.
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— Martin G. Collins

Tolearn more, see;
Parables of Matthew 13 (Part Two): The Parable of the Sower

Related Topics:

Agricultural Metaphors

Bearing Fruit

Farming M etaphors

Fertile Soil, Symbolism of

Fruit of Righteousness

Fruit, Bearing

Fruits of God's Holy Spirit
Fruits of the Spirit

Fruits, Appraisal of

Fruits, Judging by

Fruits, Knowing by

Parable of the Persistent Friend
Parabl e of the Persistent Widow
Parable of the Sower and the Seed
Seed

Seed as Metaphor

Seed as Metaphor of God's Word
Stone as Metaphor

Stony Ground, Symbolism of
Thorns, Symboaolism of

Thorny Ground
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