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M atthew 13:7-8

(7) And some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprung up, and choked
them: (8) But other fell into good ground, and brought forth fruit, some
an hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold.

Matthew 7:13-14

(13) Enter yein at the strait gate: for wide isthe gate, and broad is the
way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat:
(14) Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto
life, and few there be that find it.

M atthew 13:22-23

(22) He also that received seed among the thorns is he that heareth the
word; and the care of thisworld, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke
the word, and he becometh unfruitful. (23) But he that received seed into
the good ground is he that heareth the word, and understandeth it; which
also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty,
some thirty.

Mark 4:18-20

(18) And these are they which are sown among thorns; such as hear the
word, (19) And the cares of thisworld, and the deceitfulness of riches,
and the lusts of other things entering in, choke the word, and it becometh
unfruitful. (20) And these are they which are sown on good ground; such
as hear the word, and receive it, and bring forth fruit, some thirtyfold,
some sixty, and some an hundred.
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Luke 8:14-15

(14) And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when they have
heard, go forth, and are choked with cares and riches and pleasures of
thislife, and bring no fruit to perfection. (15) But that on the good
ground are they, which in an honest and good heart, having heard the
word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience.

King James Version

The thorny ground symbolizes those who become consumed by the anxieties
of this physical life and the deceitful enticement of wealth. The constant
pressures of everyday life—providing sustenance, maintaining employment,
seeking education, performing social duties, etc.—can be distracting, causing
Christians to ignore God and spiritual growth.

The desire for wealth magnifies this distraction. It is enticing but yields the
expected rewards: It promises to make us happy, but when gained, leaves us
spiritually empty (I Timothy 6:7-10). The temptation and pursuit of wealth
produces bad fruit: dishonesty, stealing, oppression of the poor, and taking
advantage of others.

The good ground corresponds to those whose hearts and minds are softened
by God's calling and receive it genuinely. They are arich and fine soil—a
mind that submits itself to the full influence of God's truth (Acts 22:14;
Ephesians 4:1-6). The called of God not only accept His Word—the message
of Jesus Christ—as rich soil accepts a seed for growth, they also bear much
fruit (John 15:5, 8).

— Martin G. Collins

Tolearn more, see;
Parables of Matthew 13 (Part Two): The Parable of the Sower
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Related Topics:

Anxiety

Cares of the World
Desire for Wealth
Distraction

Parable of the Sower
Parable of the Sower and the Seed
Pressure

Pressure from Society
Pressure of Trials
Thorny Ground

Wealth

Wealth, Attitude Toward
Wealth, Desire for
World

World , Attraction for
World's Dangers
World's Evil Characteristics
World's Influence
World, Frienship with
Worldliness
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