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  2 Samuel 6:1-9

(1) Again, David gathered together all the chosen men of Israel, thirty 
thousand. (2) And David arose, and went with all the people that were 
with him from Baale of Judah, to bring up from thence the ark of God, 
whose name is called by the name of the LORD of hosts that dwelleth 
between the cherubim. (3) And they set the ark of God upon a new cart, 
and brought it out of the house of Abinadab that was in Gibeah: and 
Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, drave the new cart. (4) And they 
brought it out of the house of Abinadab which was at Gibeah, 
accompanying the ark of God: and Ahio went before the ark. (5) And 
David and all the house of Israel played before the LORD on all manner 
of instruments made of fir wood, even on harps, and on psalteries, and on 
timbrels, and on cornets, and on cymbals. (6) And when they came to 
Nachon's threshingfloor, Uzzah put forth his hand to the ark of God, and 
took hold of it; for the oxen shook it. (7) And the anger of the LORD was 
kindled against Uzzah; and God smote him there for his error; and there 
he died by the ark of God. (8) And David was displeased, because the 
LORD had made a breach upon Uzzah: and he called the name of the 
place Perezuzzah to this day. (9) And David was afraid of the LORD that 
day, and said, How shall the ark of the LORD come to me? 

    King James Version

David was afraid of the Ark - and of ! Let us notice, however, that God God
did not rush down and give David the answer. He did not say, "David, do 
you see what you have done wrong?" He did not explain to David just why 
He struck Uzzah. He made David work through the problem.

https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/8159/eVerseID/8167
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/booklet/id/421/god-is-what.htm
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He does the same thing with us. When we find that we are out of sync with 
God, He does not simply rush to intervene and say, "Now there, there, my 
son." He does not pat us on the head and say, "You are alright."

Rather, He says, in effect, "Now do you understand that you are in hot 
water?" He asks, "Are you feeling pain?" And you say, "Yes!" Then He says, 
"Well, can you figure out why?" So we have to do that.

Upon close examination, we find that those who had advised David were 
complacent and neglectful. They thought that, because the Ark came to them 
on a cart from the Philistines, they could simply send it on to where it was 
supposed to go in the same way. Obviously, that did not work out so well!

The instructions for how to carry the Ark properly are found in I Chronicles 
, 14-15. These instructions were learned correctly because David had to 15:2

work his way through the problem.

Can we make mistakes like this? David was "a man after God's own heart"! 
Of course we can! David made mistakes left and right, yet God loved him. 
When God puts us through such things, it does not mean that He does not 
care for us. David committed  with Bathsheba; killed Uriah the adultery
Hittite; caused the death of thousands and the death of his son, Absalom. All 
because he, at times, took God's laws for granted.

We, too, can become complacent and neglectful as to how we live our lives. 
If we do not respond to God, He will increase the pressure on us.

Leviticus 26 and Deuteronomy 28 are the "blessings and curses" chapters of 
the Bible. Consider these in light of the increasing pressure that God applies 
to draw us closer to Him and to stop taking Him for granted.

— John O. Reid (1930-2016)

To learn more, see:
Don't Take God for Granted

https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/10794/eVerseID/10794
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/10794/eVerseID/10794
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/article/id/1449/seventh-commandment.htm
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/sermon/id/242/dont-take-god-for-granted.htm
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 Related Topics:
 Blessings and Cursings

 Complacency
 Complacency, Moral

Neglect 
 Presumption

 Presumptuous
 Presumptuousness

 Spiritual Neglect
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