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Revelation 18:4

(4) And | heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my
people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her
plagues.

King James Version

Thiswarning is sobering because the course of thisworld is closer than ever
to reaching its anti-God fullness. There has never been atimein the out-
working of God's purpose when this advice is more urgently needed.

Among mankind, the course of the world did not begin in the original
Babylon but in the Garden of Eden with the disbelieving conduct of Adam
and Eve. They introduced the alien spirit and conduct among mankind - they
were mankind at that time. Under the deceitful influence of Satan, they
disbelieved God, following the Devil's line of reasoning and conduct. They
spread it to their children, who spread it to their children, and so forth.

We have reached the time the Bible calls "the last days' or "the end time."
We stand on the cusp of the Tribulation and Day of the Lord, and God's
Word prophesies that Babylon will once again be on the scene of events -
only thistime its powerful influence will be felt worldwide. Thistime,
Babylon not only has dominant armies, powerful economic and educational
systems, and strongly entrenched and popular religions, but it also has
extremely effective mass communication networks to disseminate its ways
Into the minds of men, influencing men against their Creator and His people.
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Thus, God's urgent warning to take action while one can. The influence of
Babylon isimposed through communication. It occurs when we experience
countless examples of misguided conduct by those who - unknown to them -
are already enslaved by its evil influence.

Additional subtle influence occurs when a person experiences Babylon's
ways and words and fails to monitor the attitudes he picks up and lives.
Perhaps above all, men must deal with the inaudible but nonetheless
attractive and powerful spiritual communication of Babylon'sinvisible ruler
and leader, the prince of the power of the air, and his hordes of equally
invisible demons. Resisting it can be a daunting task even for those aware
that this communication is occurring; it calls on one to be constantly on
guard. Nevertheless, resisting the communication is the key to blunting
Babylon's siren call.

God admonishes us to come out of her, but there is physically no place to go!
The influence of Satan through Babylon's powers of communication is
everywhere. In Revelation 12:9, the apostle John confirms we have no place
to run because this world's ruler and his assistants have been permitted to
communicate with and decelve mankind over the whole earth: "So the great
dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who
deceives the whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast
out with him." We have been born into this ready-made, deceived world,
taken it for granted, and absorbed it until God revealed an alternative.

Compared to previous Babylons, the major difference in what we now face
in modern Babylon lies in the intensity, availability, and receptivity of its
communication. As far as we know, mankind has never before been
confronted by these twisted, persuasive, demonic powers as heis today.
They now have the global use of the visible and audible influence of radio,
music, movies, television, and the Internet, in addition to the entrenched
systems of thought and standards of conduct.

Thereisno place to run. The battle to resist, then, isalmost entirely internal -
it is fought right where we live and conduct the business of life. What we
must believe, and trust with steely determination and discipline, is that God
never gives a person aresponsibility impossible to perform (see the principle
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in | Corinthians 10:13). What God commands of us we can do! Therefore, if
He commands we come out, we can come out right where we are. The
coming out will not be a physical leaving of a geographical area but a
departure from Babylon's spiritual and physical influence.

Thisisnot to say that changing one's physical location will not be helpful in
fighting the spiritual battle - just as not frequenting a den of iniquity has
definite advantages! It islogical to assume that the intensity of evil
communication would be worse in the heart of Babylon than out in the
hinterlands. However, we must acknowledge the reality that we can take
Babylon's influence with us wherever we might go on earth. Even going to
live on a deserted island will not spare us the burden of the influence
Babylon has already exerted on us.

— John W. Ritenbaugh

Tolearn more, see:
Communication and L eaving Babylon (Part One)
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