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  John 8:2-11
(2) At dawn he appeared again in the temple courts, where all the people gathered
around him, and he sat down to teach them. (3) The teachers of the law and the
Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made her stand before the
group (4) and said to Jesus, "Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of
adultery. (5) In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do
you say?" (6) They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for
accusing him. But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his
finger. (7) When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them,
"If any one of you is without sin, let him be the first to throw a stone at her." (8)
Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground. (9) At this, those who heard
began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left, with
the woman still standing there. (10) Jesus straightened up and asked her, "Woman,
where are they? Has no one condemned you?" (11) "No one, sir," she said.
"Then neither do I condemn you," Jesus declared. "Go now and leave your life of
sin."
New International Version   

Condemnation would have meant the death penalty because "the wages of sin is death."
Jesus provides us an example of righteous judgment under the terms of the New
Covenant. First, let us consider who He is, so that we can see His authority. He is
Immanuel—"God with us." If anybody understood the application and administration of
the law of God for the church under the New Covenant, it was Jesus of Nazareth. In
addition, He is not only Immanuel, He is also the Head of the church.

Why does He make this judgment? Under the terms of the New Covenant, the church is
not a civil entity, meaning that it has no civil authority to carry out the death penalty. But
does this mean that the law of God is done away? No. Romans 6:23 still says, "The
wages of sin is death." Death for sin is merely delayed under the New Covenant. The sin
and the death penalty are still there, but the church is in a peculiar position in relation to
law. The law of God is not administered by the church as it was by Israel when they
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made the Old Covenant with God. Both covenants have the same laws, but different
administrations.

Are adultery and lust (two sins involved in this episode) still sins under the New
Covenant? Absolutely! So is the breaking of the other eight commandments. But the
church, out of necessity, has to administer it differently. Forgiveness of this woman is
implied, as Jesus, Immanuel, said that He did not condemn her. Even though it is not
stated directly, He forgave her.

But did He say, "Go, and don't be concerned about committing adultery again"?
Certainly not! As the Head of the church, He said, "Go, and don't break that law again!"
He justified her in relation to this one law, and warned her, "Don't break it." His
forgiveness did not do away with the law! It is ridiculous, on its face, to conclude that,
when grace clears us and brings us into alignment with God and His laws, that it
eliminates the law! Only when there is a clear statement or example in God's Word that
a law has been put aside should we make such a determination.

— John W. Ritenbaugh

To learn more, see:
The Covenants, Grace, and Law (Part 4)

Related Topics:
Condemnation
Condemning
Death Penalty
Emmanuel
God With Us
Immanuel
Law "Done Away"
Law Breaking
Law Keeping
Lawkeeping
Letter of the Law
New Covenant
Old Covenant

http://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Library.sr/CT/PERSONAL/k/1449/Seventh-Commandment.htm
http://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Library.topic/ID/381/Forgiveness.htm
http://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/library.topic/ID/32/Grace.htm
http://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Audio.details/ID/300/Covenants-Grace-Law-Part-4.htm
http://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Audio.details/ID/300/ap/1/Covenants-Grace-Law-Part-4.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/1014/Condemnation.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/2504/Condemning.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/162/Death-Penalty.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/4425/Emmanuel.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/4173/God-With-Us.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/4207/Immanuel.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/3832/Law-Done-Away.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/3937/Law-Breaking-.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/2062/Law-Keeping.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/1612/Lawkeeping.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/115/Letter-of-Law.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/43/New-Covenant.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/35/Old-Covenant.htm


The Berean: Daily Verse and Commentary for John 8:2-11 (http://www.theberean.org)

Page 3 of 3

Righteous Judgment
Spirit of the Law
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