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  2 Corinthians 3:12-16
(12) Therefore, since we have such hope, we use great boldness of speech—(13)
unlike Moses, who put a veil over his face so that the children of Israel could not
look steadily at the end of what was passing away. (14) But their minds were
blinded. For until this day the same veil remains unlifted in the reading of the Old
Testament, because the veil is taken away in Christ. (15) But even to this day, when
Moses is read, a veil lies on their heart. (16) Nevertheless when one turns to the
Lord, the veil is taken away.
New King James Version   

The veil Paul speaks of is the carnality of a deceived mind formed and shaped in the
world's Satan-manipulated cultures. It is so antagonistic to the true God and His Word (
Romans 8:7) that it fights the very approach of God to heal them through a great, freely
given gift, just as the first-century Jews opposed and rejected Christ.

However, be aware that the miraculous removal of this veil of blindness by God, through
the wonderful gifts of His Spirit and of a great hope, also places an obligation on us. With
the blindness gone, we are granted the ability to choose between God's way and the
world's way for the first time in our lives. Choosing to submit to God provides our
witness of God, as well as being the means of building the character God greatly
desires to create within us.

However, the effects of the self-centered way of life we have absorbed through the
course of this world remain in our attitudes and characters, becoming what must be
overcome. It will dog us all our converted lives as a means of testing our determination
to be in God's Kingdom, as well as our love and loyalty to our God and Savior.

— John W. Ritenbaugh
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Related Topics:
Character
Character, Building
Deceitfulness of Heart
Self Assertiveness
Self Centeredness
Spiritual Blindness
Spiritual Darkness
Veil

Commentary copyright © 1992-2016 Church of the Great God
New King James Version copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc.

http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/594/Character.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/2510/Character-Building.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/1091/Deceitfulness-of-Heart.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/1709/Self-Assertiveness.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/244/Self-Centeredness.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/246/Spiritual-Blindness.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/2105/Spiritual-Darkness.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/4538/Veil.htm
http://www.cgg.org
http://www.cgg.org/r/?s=ZscHgE3

	  
	verse

