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  Romans 7:1
(1) Or do you not know, brethren (for I speak to those who know the law), that the
law has dominion over a man as long as he lives?
New King James Version   

Paul states that the law has "dominion" over a man only as long as he lives. Some have
interpreted this to mean that, now that we have died with Christ, the law is no longer
binding on Christians. Indeed, some modern translations of the Bible translate this verse
to say just that. However, note how Paul uses this word "dominion" in other places.

In Romans 6:9, Paul speaks of Christ's immortality now that He has been resurrected,
saying, "Death no longer has dominion over Him." During the period that Christ was a
flesh-and-blood human being, He could die, and He did die on the cross. Now, however,
death no longer has any power over Him, because He is an immortal Spirit Being.

In Romans 6:14, Paul uses the same word to describe our relationship with sin. "For sin
shall not have dominion over you." Here he shows how our past sins have been
forgiven, and we have access to Christ's atoning grace for forgiveness of future sins.
Therefore, sin no longer has the power to condemn us to death.

Throughout Romans 6 and 7, the Greek word translated "dominion" is kurieuo, meaning
"exercise lordship over." Paul uses this term in the context of having power over
something. In Romans 6:9 and 14, he states that death and sin no longer have power to
harm us or to cause any adverse effect in our lives.

Now we can better understand Paul's meaning in Romans 7:1. In this verse, Paul
explains how the law has "power" over a human being only while he lives. He means
the law has power to condemn us as a sinner and, consequently, condemn us to death
only as long as we are alive. Once we have died, the penalty for sin has been paid, and
the law has no more power to condemn us.
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— Earl L. Henn (1934-1997)

To learn more, see:
Dead to the Law?

Related Topics:
Antinomian
Death
Death Penalty
Dominion
God's Law
Jesus Christ's Sacrifice
Justification
Sin
Sin's Dominion
Sin's Effect

Commentary copyright © 1992-2016 Church of the Great God
New King James Version copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc.

http://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Library.sr/CT/RA/k/508/Dead-to-Law.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/155/Antinomian.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/157/Death.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/162/Death-Penalty.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/156/Dominion.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/44/Gods-Law.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/158/Jesus-Christs-Sacrifice.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/38/Justification.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/71/Sin.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/1505/Sins-Dominion.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/705/Sins-Effect.htm
http://www.cgg.org
http://www.cgg.org/r/?s=ZscHgE3

	  
	verse
	verse
	verse

