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  Ephesians 5:1-2
(1) Therefore be imitators of God as dear children. (2) And walk in love, as Christ
also has loved us and given Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a
sweet-smelling aroma.
New King James Version   

Love is extremely rewarding yet also costly, since one who loves will sacrifice. Indeed,
sacrifice is love's very essence.

We can illuminate Paul's thought in Ephesians 5:1-2 by placing it in a larger context.
Note Ephesians 2:8-10:

For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves;
it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast. For we are His
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand that we should walk in them.

Salvation indeed is a free gift; it cannot be earned by works. Yet, after saving us from
our sins, God requires us to work! We are to perform work that He has laid out
beforehand for us to accomplish. In fact, verse 10, standing by itself, asserts that to do
these good works is the very reason we have received justification!

This verse, in the phrase, "we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus," also says
that God, in turn, is working on us. Before being saved, we were not in Christ Jesus.
God's creative processes brought us into Christ, and once there, He continues to shape
and form us into His Son's image (II Corinthians 3:18).

We are being formed, shaped, and molded by our Creator and Savior to become Christ-
like. What kinds of work are required of us for this to happen?

As he progresses toward his statement in Ephesians 5:1-2, Paul says in Ephesians 4:17-
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18:

This I say, therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you should no longer walk
[live your life] as the rest of the Gentiles walk, in the futility of their mind,
having their understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God,
because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their
heart. . . .

Is it twisting these verses to say that Paul is commanding these converted and already-
saved people to work to sacrifice their lives as Christ did? Doing what he commands
takes the work of consciously praying, studying, investigating, and meditating on God's
Word to remove a person's ignorance and blindness. It also takes the additional hard
work of resisting Satan, human nature, and the world to implement what is learned into
daily life.

Such labor will be very pleasing to God, but in no way does it earn us salvation!
Moreover, this is clearly obeying God's command. Even though it is not one of the Ten
Commandments, it nonetheless expresses God's will for His children after they have
been saved from past sins.

— John W. Ritenbaugh

To learn more, see:
Is the Christian Required to Do Works? (Part One)

Related Topics:
God's Work
God's Workmanship
Good Works
Good Works, Necessity of
Love
Love and Works
Love as Keeping Commandments
Love as Sacrifice
Sacrifice
Sacrifice as the Essence of Love
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