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Psalm 145:18

(18) The LORD is near to all who call upon Him,
To al who call upon Him in truth.

New King James Version

The question is, "How near?' This question has to be asked because many
times we fedl that God has gone way off somewhere. But how near is He?
We have to ask this because the Bible describes Him as a God who is both
far and near; He is both at the same time.

Heisfar in recognition of His sovereignty and of His position in relation to
the rest of the creation. He is far above usin that regard. Heisover al and
directs and controls everything, always with His overall purpose in mind.

If we desire to have a good relationship with God, we will have to take this
last factor into consideration, because it affects our lives. He does everything
with His overal purpose in mind. There are occasions when He may be
"unable" to act in our behalf on one of our requests of Him because other
peopl€'s situations whose lives touch on ours must be resolved first. A clear
example of thisisthe book of Job.

Job was totally unaware of what was being worked out through, around, and
about him. Even Satan was having something proved to him by God because
He challenged him. In the vernacular of today, God said to the Devil, "Okay,
Satan. Seeif you can break Job. | challenge you to see if you can break him."

Satan could not break Job. The man stood his ground, even though he got
battered mightily in the process, not really understanding what was
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happening. He undoubtingly appealed to God, but He could not answer
because other things were being worked out through, around, and about in
Job, of which he was totally unaware.

Job was not privy to the conversation between God and Satan, nor to the fact
that God was putting him through this so that a book would be written of his
experiences, which could not be written until the episode had resolved. So
Job had to go through a great deal of discomfort, pain, and emotional
anguish while the whole situation played out. For awhile, God was a God
from afar.

Now that we have more understanding, and the Bible is complete, we realize
that He was also a God who was near because He strengthened Job so that he
could resist the temptations of the most powerful being to tempt mankind.
Job stood against him just fine.

Because this book has been written, and because Job endured this, we now
have a clear picture why, at times, bad things happen to good people. We can
also see that this book of Job shows that God has faith in us too. It does not
work just one way. God was working from afar, with Hisoveral picturein
mind for mankind, and God was also working nearby.

— John W. Ritenbaugh

Tolearn more, see;
TheHoaly Spirit and the Trinity (Part Six)
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Related Topics:

Building Relationship with God
Enduring Temptation

Enduring Trials and Tests
God's Involvement

God's Omnipotence
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God's Omnipresence

God's Plan

God's Purpose

God's Sovereignty

Job

Job as 'victim of God's Negligence'
Relationship with God

Resisting Temptation

Satan as God's I nstrument
Testsand Trias
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