
The Berean: Daily Verse and Commentary for Malachi 3:1 (https://www.
theberean.org)

Page  of 1 4

  Malachi 3:1

(1) "Behold, I send My messenger,
And he will prepare the way before Me. 
And the Lord, whom you seek, 
Will suddenly come to His temple, 
Even the Messenger of the covenant, 
In whom you delight. 
Behold, He is coming," 
Says the L  of hosts. ORD

    New King James Version

Jesus came to this earth as a Messenger from  the Father.  God Malachi 3:1
mentions two messengers: The first is John the Baptist, who prepared the 
way for the second Messenger, "the Messenger of the covenant," Jesus Christ
.

It helps to understand that, as the Father's Messenger, He did not speak His 
own words.  combined with  confirms this. Thus, John 8:38-42 John 12:49-50
the message He brought is primarily about Himself but the good news of not 
the  that the  ordained to be announced on earth. This Kingdom of God Father
does not discount Jesus in any way as He is the most important person ever 
to inhabit this earth. Rather, it emphasizes that  Jesus preached is the gospel
not just about Himself.

The inspired Word of God makes it quite clear that the good news Jesus 
brought is about the Kingdom of God.  is typical: "Now after Mark 1:14-15
John was put in prison, Jesus came to Galilee, preaching the gospel of the 
kingdom of God, and saying, 'The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God 
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is at hand. , and believe in the gospel.'"  shows that Repent Luke 8:1
proclaiming this good news was His customary activity, "Now it came to 
pass, afterward, that Jesus went through every city and village, preaching 
and bringing glad tidings of the kingdom of God." He says plainly in Luke 4:

 that this was His appointed task: "I must preach the kingdom of God to 43
the other cities also: because for this purpose I have been sent."

Even in those last days before He ascended to heaven and the church was 
born, He used His time with the disciples to teach the same message. ". . . to 
[the apostles] He also presented Himself alive after His suffering by many 
infallible proofs, being seen by them during forty days and speaking of the 
things pertaining to the kingdom of God" ( ).Acts 1:3

Jesus was not alone in preaching the gospel of the Kingdom of God. He 
charged His disciples with this responsibility, and they followed through as 
commanded. "Then He called His twelve disciples together and . . . He sent 
them to preach the kingdom of God" ( ). Later, others like the Luke 9:1-2
evangelist Philip joined in this effort: "But when they believed Philip as he 
preached the things concerning the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus 
Christ, both men and women were baptized" ( ).Acts 8:12

Just in case one might think the apostle Paul preached a different gospel, he 
himself states in his farewell to the Ephesian elders, "And indeed, now I 
know that you all, among whom I have gone preaching the kingdom of God, 
will see my face no more" ( ). As Paul reached the end of his life, Acts 20:25

 states of him, "Then Paul dwelt two whole years in his own Acts 28:30-31
rented house, and received all who came to him, preaching the kingdom of 
God and teaching the things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ with all 
confidence, no one forbidding him."

One final reference, , is pertinent to this critical issue:Galatians 1:8-9

But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to 
you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed. As we 
have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other 
gospel to you than what you have received, let him be accursed.
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The Father's message, purposely entrusted to Jesus to deliver to mankind, 
had already been corrupted just a few decades after Christ's death, and the 
Galatians had been deceived into believing the corrupted one! Similarly, the 
gospel Jesus Christ brought has been corrupted in modern times. Rather than 
focusing on the coming Kingdom of God, the message being palmed off in 
our day primarily focuses on the Messenger.

Without a doubt, within the context of the message, Jesus is important as 
God in the flesh, our sinless Savior, and our resurrected High Priest. 
However, the message He preached focuses on other important issues 
besides Himself. If this were not so, why did God not title the message with 
something focusing directly on Jesus? God intends the title "gospel of the 
Kingdom of God" to fix our attention on the issue He wants to be the focus 
of our lives after our calling and conversion since it is the only hope for the 
resolution of mankind's numerous and presently unsolvable problems. 
Christ's teaching about the Kingdom of God is of such importance that, once 
we grasp its essence, we can say without exaggeration that it is the theme of 
the entire Bible.

Those who have made the New Covenant with God hold as their goal 
resurrection into God's Kingdom. A covenant - every covenant - contains 
requirements to be met by both parties entering into it. Will those who have 
made the New Covenant escape the responsibility to strive to live up to its 
terms in the same way God required the Israelites to abide by the Old 
Covenant? While those who say God requires no works of Christians believe 
so, the gospel Jesus preached says otherwise.

— John W. Ritenbaugh

To learn more, see:
Is the Christian Required To Do Works? (Part Five)
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 Related Topics:
Gospel of the Kingdom of God 

 Jesus as Messenger of the Covenant
 Jesus Christ as Messenger

 Jesus Christ as Revelator of God
 John the Baptist

 John the Baptist as Messenger
 Kingdom of God

 Messenger
 Messenger of the Covenant
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