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2 Corinthians 5:7

(7) Welive by faith, not by sight.

New International Version

Thereisasimilarity between eyesight and faith smply in the effect that they
have—one on the physical, the other on the spiritual. Nevertheless, in terms
of 11 Corinthians 5:7, faith and eyesight are opposites. Recall that Hebrews
11:1 saysthat "faithis. . . the evidence of things not seen.” Faith isthe
conviction of what we have heard but cannot see. "Faith comes by hearing” (
Romans 10:17).

Man says. "Seeing is believing." So when a man sees something, heis
convicted, and his mind, then, isinclined to what he has seen. In the life of
the righteous, faith is the controlling factor that motivates his conduct. The
Importance of eyesight istrue in the physical realm, but it means almost
nothing in the spiritual realm.

Consider physical Isragl. The Israelites saw multiple miraclesin Egypt and
in the wilderness, but they seem to have profited them almost nothing. They
saw the Nile turn to blood. They saw the frogs. They saw thelice. They saw
the darkness. They saw the hail. They saw the fire on the ground. They saw
the murrain kill the cattle. They saw the firstborn die. They saw the Red Sea
part. They saw the pillar of fire and the cloud. They saw water coming out of
the rock. They saw manna on the ground every day for forty years. They saw
all those things.

Y et, what they saw did not affect their minds spiritually at all because
eyesight means almost nothing in terms of the spiritual. Faith isthe
foundation, the assurance, the substance, the confidence, of things not seen—
theinvisible realm of God. In terms of faith, what a person can see with his
eyesis more likely to frighten him and create doubt than it isto build faith.
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Faith, according to Ephesians 2:8, isagift of God. It isa gift because we did
not have real spiritual faith until God began to call us. It is a gift because, by
amighty miracle, God opened our minds to enable us to understand His

Word so that we can process the evidence we hear from His Word and make

right choices relevant to His Kingdom.

Tolearn more, see:
Faith (Part Two)

P o000 0000 =) e—

Related Topics:

Faith and Conduct

Faith and Miracles

Faith as a Spiritual Gift

Faith Comes by Hearing

Faith is the Evidence of things not seen
Seeing and Believing

Seeing and Believing

Seeing is Believing
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