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‘(Tlp‘rnan Daily Verse and Comment

Psalm 62:11-12

(11) God has spoken once,

Twice | have heard this:

That power belongs to God.

(12) Alsoto You, O Lord, belongs mercy;

For Y ou render to each one according to hiswork.

New King James Version

When David saysin Psalm 62:11, "God has spoken once, twice. . .," Heis
using a Hebrew idiom that means, "1 have heard this repeatedly.” Practicaly,
It means God's will always decides the outcome of whatever isin dispute,
whatever hangs in the balance. Who can resist Him?

We need to look more closely at the word "power," or as some translations
read, "strength." Power is defined in The Reader's Digest Oxford Complete
Word Finder as "having the ability to act, influence" and "a particular faculty
of body or mind, capability." This usage opens another exciting avenue,
taking the meaning of power from mere brute, overwhelming force into such
qualities as the powers of |ove, intellect, wisdom, understanding, vision,
logic, energy, eloguence, wealth, authority, privilege, prerogative, control,
mastery, persuasion, forgiveness, and so on into every area of activity.

|s there any kind of need in which God is not superior to any alternate source
we could seek out to provide help? In Psalm 62, David suggests that, when
we need help in time of trouble, why not just go right to the top? Is not our
Father willing to provide these things for us?
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Theninverse 12, David adds yet another quality of our powerful God that
we need to consider. God not only renders to every one according to his
deeds, implying punishment, but He is also merciful - in fact, the very
pinnacle of love! Even His sometimes-painful correction is an act of love.

The entire psalm briefly and generally explains why we should trust God: To
those who believe, no one is more qualified and trustworthy. Broadly, David
Is saying that God's power and willingness to act according to His purposeis
the very foundation of abeliever's practical application of hisfaith in Him.

Thereisfar more to God being the Source of the powers that we need to
serve Him and become prepared for His Kingdom. He has made available
many powers, ones that we may take for granted yet have nevertheless been
provided for our benefit.

Recall that the Israglites sang in Exodus 15:2, "The Lord is my strength.” In
a poetic way, they meant that we do not have strength, but God does, and He
usesit for our benefit. God has not called the wise of thisworld (I
Caorinthians 1:26), but on the other hand, Jesus Christ livesin us, and Heis
the power of God and the wisdom of God (I_Corinthians 1:24). He is our
High Priest, who has the responsibility before God to lead us prepared into
the Kingdom.

The concept of strength or power has many facets that we have not yet
explored. Deuteronomy 8:11, 14, 16-18 says:

Beware that you do not forget the Loro your God by not keeping
His commandments, His judgments, and His statutes which |
command you today . . . when your heart islifted up, and you
forget the Loro your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt,
from the house of bondage; . . . who fed you in the wilderness with
manna, which your fathers did not know, that He might humble
you and that He might test you, to do you good in the end - then
you say in your heart, "My power and the might of my hand have
gained me thiswealth." And you shall remember the Loro your
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God, for it is He who gives you power to get wealth, that He may
establish His covenant which He swore to your fathers, asit isthis

day.

That wealth is power is an easily recognized concept. "Wealth" isused in
this context to represent all evidences of prosperity and well-being. We tend
to think of wealth in terms of material things like the size and location of our
home, the cost of our automobile, or the fashionableness of our clothing.
However, there is more to prosperity than material goods.

The concept developed in this passage also includes qualities like good
health, sound-mindedness, and the level and breadth of our education -
elements common to prosperous cultures. It includes things such as
understanding and having the opportunity to perceive what is happening in
thisworld from a godly point of view. All of these and many more are
powers available to us. In other words, "wealth" is not limited to material
things. It includes our health, the disposition in which we live our lives, the
liberties we enjoy, and the opportunities available to have those things
whether or not we have actually taken advantage of them.

For example, Solomon said, " Of making many books thereis no end" (
Ecclesiastes 12:12). The tremendous volume of information available in
books is beyond our comprehension. Of course, not all the power contained
in thisinformation is good, but God has made it available.

In addition, God can prosper us by giving us favor in the eyes of others. He
opens doors to bring us goodwill because power belongs to Him, and He
usesit asit pleases Him. No potential help is beyond His power!

In many cases, these things come to us as byproducts of His fulfillment of
promises He made to Abraham, |saac, and Jacob. Are we using them, and if
not, why not? God's fulfilling of His promises provides us with potentially
valuable experiences, which are lavished on us simply because we livein an
| sraelitish nation. Each nation of modern Israel has its own peculiar wealth
of beauty. Most of us have noticed and compared the barrenness of
Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Iraq on television with the fruitfulness of our
nations. This beauty, along with its productivity and liberties, are included in
the concept of "wealth."
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He provides these things and uses them to benefit us at all times because it
pleases Him to do so. Powers are not always given because we please Him.
Deuteronomy 8 is awarning against pride. We must humble ourselves, never
forgetting that we are created and that we live by the gifts He provides.
Remember, Jesus says, "Without Me you can do nothing" (John 15:5). This
awesome statement is made by the One described by Paul as"upholding all
things by the word of His power" (Hebrews 1:3). Jesus means, in reference
to God's purpose, that we could do nothing spiritually without what He adds
to our labors. Y et, these verses also tell uswhereto go to receive the help
that we perceive we need.

— John W. Ritenbaugh

Tolearn more, see;
Power Belongsto God (Part One)

Related Topics:
God as Source of Strength and Energy
God's Power
God's Presence
God's Providence
God's Sovereignty
God's Will
Humility

Power

Power of God
Pride

Trust

Trust in God
Weadlth
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