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(18) And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been
given to Me in heaven and on earth.

New King James Version

Christ has the power to do whatever we ask, and we must have confidence,
belief, or faith in His ability to do what we are asking Him to do. If all
authority has been given to Him, then all the power of God isin Him, so He
can do more than we ask. Can we, then, ask Him in faith, in conviction,
understanding this important point?

Even though we are praying to a very powerful Being who could do more
than we even ask, the faithful person also responds by being obedient. Recall
these examples Jesus gives us of His ministry in the New Testament:

Faith goesto the pool of Siloam to wash when it istold to go.
Remember the occasion when Christ told the man to go dip himself
in the pool and the man obediently did what Christ told him to do.

Faith cast the net wherever Christ tells the person to. Christ said,
"Cast your net here." Peter did what Christ said, and he drew out a
lot of fish as aresult.

Christ once told the nobleman, "Go home. Y our daughter is
healed." The nobleman turned on his heels and went home. His
daughter indeed was heal ed.

The faith that God is looking for keeps the commandments of God and does

things that are pleasing in His sight. It saysto God, "Lord, speak, for your
servant hears." It says, "Lord, what do you want me to do?’
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There are aso times when faith is called upon to wait in patience for God
because there are frequent delays, and sometimes long delays, before God
answers. True faith will not grow discouraged and disheartened because the

prayer is not immediately honored.

Why will true faith do this? Why will it wait patiently, continuing obediently
to submit to the will of God? Because it knows God. The answer is that
simple. Because a person of such faith has conviction because he has been
diligently seeking God. He has been walking and talking with God. He
understands the mind of God. He knows why God delays or acts quickly. It
will wait patiently for whenever God willsit to be done.

True faith knows that God has the power, and it knows whether arequest is
according to Hiswill. It knowsthat it isimpossible for God to lie and that He
will fulfill His promises. But it also knows and accepts that he is not the only
person or event that God is working with, so that kind of faith accepts
without question the conditions for answered prayer. Such delays are times
of testing in which faith is privileged to show its mettle.

Tolearn more, see:
Faith and Prayer
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Related Topics:

Belief

Centurion's Confidence in Christ
Confidence

Conviction

Faith and Miracles

Faith and Obedience

Faith and Prayer

Faith as Conviction
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Faith Equates with Obedience
Faith, Nobleman's
Nobleman's Faith

Pool of Siloam
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