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  Matthew 12:34-37
(34) Brood of vipers! How can you, being evil, speak good things? For out of the
abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. (35) A good man out of the good
treasure of his heart brings forth good things, and an evil man out of the evil
treasure brings forth evil things. (36) But I say to you that for every idle word men
may speak, they will give account of it in the day of judgment. (37) For by your
words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned."
New King James Version   

Have we ever considered applying this principle a little differently? Most of us naturally
think of this passage to refer to our conversations with others at home, at work, at play,
at the store, at church services, etc. But what about applying it to ourselves when we
are on our knees before God? Have we ever considered that out of the abundance of
our prayers - or the lack thereof - our heart speaks?

Further, do we deeply consider what we say to God? Do we take the time to organize
and improve how we present our requests to Him? Do we think about the attitude in
which we come before the great God of the universe?

Though we may not always count it a blessing, God knows our every thought, every
desire, every emotion. It is impossible to hide anything from Him (Hebrews 4:13). The
beauty in truly understanding this is that we may as well be totally honest with Him,
telling Him everything, because He already knows the deepest intents of our hearts!

He sees the tender feelings we have toward the plights of others and our desire to help.
He notes the patience, forbearance, and true outgoing concern we have for the brethren
in the church. He knows the deep love we have for those who request our prayers for
their healing. He observes our sighing and crying over the wretched world we live in (see
Ezekiel 9:4).

Conversely, He also sees when we are being self-centered, pigheadedly pursuing our
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own desires, and justifying what we want as opposed to what is right and good in His
sight. He notices when we ignore the needs of others. He surely must shake His head in
shame when we excuse ourselves for not doing what we know to be righteous.

God is acutely aware of our attitudes when approaching His throne. He discerns
whether we consider time spent in conversation with Him to be of great value, or
whether we are just going through the motions. Because He knows what we are going
through at all times, He knows when we are harboring grudges, doubts, malice, lust,
impatience, covetousness, and any other carnal motivation against another. Certainly,
He realizes that we will not be at our best every time we enter His presence, but He can
tell when we are distracted or disinterested.

God is shaping us for future offices in His Kingdom, and He learns a great deal about us
as we come before Him in prayer. He truly does listen to what we bring before Him, but
He always considers our heart and our reasoning in His response to us.

This does not mean that we have to pray perfectly every time, having every word and
rationale in its proper place, although doing so should be our goal. Romans 8:26-27
assures us:

Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we know not what we
should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit . . . makes intercession for us with
groanings which cannot be uttered. Now He who searches the hearts knows
what the mind of the Spirit is, because He [Jesus Christ; see verse 34] makes
intercession for the saints according to the will of God.

Even though we might not put every word or thought in its proper place, still the ideas,
plans, and attitudes in our prayers are amplified and aided by God's Spirit flowing
between God and ourselves, and the Father responds according to His will for us. Paul
continues, providing us greater confidence and boldness before God, "And we know
that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called
according to His purpose" (verse 28). What joy we should have in knowing that
everything will work out splendidly in the end!

— John O. Reid

To learn more, see:
Out of the Abundance of Our Prayers

http://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Library.sr/CT/PERSONAL/k/1472/Tenth-Commandment.htm
http://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Library.topic/ID/200/Prayer.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/28143/eVerseID/28144
http://www.biblicaljesus.org/
http://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Library.sr/CT/RA/k/1648/What-Is-Holy-Spirit.htm
http://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Library.sr/CT/PERSONAL/k/280/Fruit-of-Spirit-Joy.htm
http://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Library.sr/CT/RA/k/1185/Abundance-Our-Prayers.htm


The Berean: Daily Verse and Commentary for Matthew 12:34-37 (http://www.theberean.org)

Page 3 of 3

Related Topics:
Abundance of Our Prayers
Abundance of the Heart
Prayer
Prayer as Conversation
Prayer as Fellowship
Prayer's Purpose
Prayer, Effectiveness in
Prayer, Growing Weary in
Prayer, Persistence in
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