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  Ezekiel 33:10-11
(10) "Therefore you, O son of man, say to the house of Israel: "Thus you say, "If our
transgressions and our sins lie upon us, and we pine away in them, how can we
then live?"" (11) Say to them: "As I live," says the Lord GOD, "I have no pleasure in
the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live. Turn, turn
from your evil ways! For why should you die, O house of Israel?"
New King James Version   

The Old Testament was written without punctuation of any kind, and in fact, punctuation
was not added until about 1,200 years after Ezekiel wrote this. As God's answer to the
question of verse 10, verse 11 would read better if a period followed the words "Lord GOD

." He replies that we should live as He would live if He were a man - sinlessly. When
Jesus came as a man, He did exactly that.

Jesus declares in John 17:3, "And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only
true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent." A key to understanding Jesus' intent
is to grasp His use of the word "eternal." We normally think of it as an endless length of
time. However, William Barclay's commentary on this verse contains a simple and
meaningful difference of opinion with that concept. Barclay contends that Jesus is
speaking of something very good, one to be much desired. Living forever is not
necessarily good unless the quality of life is also good. Therefore, "eternal" describes
the quality of life God lives endlessly. Knowing God and being able to follow His
example are vital to our living as He does. Jesus implies that, if one truly knows God, he
will also live that way as an effect of his intimate relationship with God.

Yet, truly coming to know God creates one of the more difficult and continuous problems
for church members. In fact, one commentator called it the church's biggest problem,
and Romans 11:33 seems to confirm this. "Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom
and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and His ways past finding
out!" Paul says plainly that the full depth of God's wisdom and knowledge are
unsearchable and past finding out. We can indeed find out a great deal if we are
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devoted to seeking Him, an endeavor that requires thorough searching, evaluating, and
adjusting of our conceptions. Certainly difficult, but not impossible!

Nevertheless, we must still seek Him, since this verse suggests that we can indeed
learn much. It helps that God desires us to know Him, so He is willing to reveal Himself
further.

— John W. Ritenbaugh

To learn more, see:
Seeking God (Part One): Our Biggest Problem
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