
The Berean: Daily Verse and Commentary for Proverbs 30:21-23 (http://www.theberean.org)

Page 1 of 2

  Proverbs 30:21-23
(21) For three things the earth is disquieted, and for four it is not able to bear up:
(22) For a slave when he reigns; and a fool when he is filled with food; (23) For a
hateful woman when she is married; and a servant girl that is heir to her mistress.
A Faithful Version   

Each of these illustrations describes people unprepared for their new status. We can be
certain that God will not allow this to happen in His Family Kingdom. Those who are in it
will be prepared to live, work, and rule at the level He assigns to them. Their
responsibilities will be challenging, but they will not be constantly frustrated due to being
in over their heads. Nor will their offices go to their heads. Despite having great power,
they will humbly serve, exhibiting no abusive authority in the conduct of their
responsibilities. They will be balanced in all areas of life.

Most dynastic rulers, like the monarchs of Europe, understand this concept well.
Recently, Smithsonian Magazine ran a long article about Marie Antoinette. Her Austrian
Hapsburg parents arranged her marriage while she was very young, promising her to
the Bourbon family who ruled France. She was to become the wife of the future Louis
XVI, also quite young at the time.

Within a year of this arrangement, the Bourbons sent a tutor to Austria to school Marie
to become France's queen. The tutor remained her almost constant companion until
Marie was married when she was fifteen years old. Prince Charles of England
experienced a similar rigorous education. He has been trained since birth to sit on the
throne of England. In one sense, especially in his pre-adult years, he had little time for
himself.

We might think that this practice has not worked well, but we must not forget that these
monarchs lacked the ability from God to discipline their human natures. Nevertheless,
God follows the same principle of preparation, and our lives must be devoted to these
operations. Thus, we must follow the same basic program laid down for Prince Charles

http://www.theberean.org
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/17273/eVerseID/17275
http://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Library.sr/CT/CGGBOOKLETS/k/421/God-Is-What.htm


The Berean: Daily Verse and Commentary for Proverbs 30:21-23 (http://www.theberean.org)

Page 2 of 2

except that our preparations are for the Kingdom of God. Just as Charles must devote
himself to learning all the particulars of his kingdom's operations, so must we devote
ourselves to learning the ways of God's Kingdom because we, too, are to be kings (
Revelation 5:10). God will not allow us to escape these responsibilities.

— John W. Ritenbaugh
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