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  Ecclesiastes 1:3-11
(3) What profit has a man from all his labor
In which he toils under the sun?
(4) One generation passes away, and another generation comes;
But the earth abides forever.
(5) The sun also rises, and the sun goes down,
And hastens to the place where it arose.
(6) The wind goes toward the south,
And turns around to the north;
The wind whirls about continually,
And comes again on its circuit.
(7) All the rivers run into the sea,
Yet the sea is not full;
To the place from which the rivers come,
There they return again.
(8) All things are full of labor;
Man cannot express it.
The eye is not satisfied with seeing,
Nor the ear filled with hearing.
(9) That which has been is what will be,
That which is done is what will be done,
And there is nothing new under the sun.
(10) Is there anything of which it may be said,
" See, this is new"?
It has already been in ancient times before us.
(11) There is no remembrance of former things,
Nor will there be any remembrance of things that are to come
By those who will come after.

  Jude 1:14-15
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(14) Now Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men also, saying,
"Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousands of His saints, (15) to execute judgment
on all, to convict all who are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which
they have committed in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which ungodly
sinners have spoken against Him."
New King James Version   

Overall, how do we, as Christians, perceive time? Every day we are witnesses to its
progression. Daylight comes and passes, and night arrives only to be followed by
daylight again. We can look at a clock and see that its hands are moving. But how - in
what manner - is time moving?

As a culture, the Greeks have become known as a people sensitive to the rhythms of
time, and this, though written by Solomon, a Hebrew, is a decidedly Greek view of life
and of time's movement. This perception of life and time - their acute awareness of
things like the perpetual ebb and flow of tides, the continuous cycle of the four seasons,
and the constant repetition of weather patterns - became a major building block of
Greek philosophy, leading them to develop the concept that time is cyclical.

They concluded that man's life is lived within a series of continuous, changeless
recurrences. To them, time works like a wheel turning on an axis, and the events that
mark time's progress repeat themselves endlessly. They believed that nothing could be
done about it because such events will happen eternally. Thus, a person is born, lives
his life on a stage, and when his part is done, he exits. Such belief inexorably leads to a
fatalistic view of life.

Notice verse 8 especially. The Soncino Commentary opines that Solomon is saying that
this inescapable repetition in life is such weariness that he lacked the words to describe
it aptly. Despite what Solomon writes in Ecclesiastes 1, the general Hebrew outlook is
decidedly different. The Hebrew concept of time greatly benefited from God's revelation.
In Jude 14-15, the apostle quotes an Old Testament personality, Enoch, whose pre-
flood prophecy deflected Hebrew thought about time in a far different direction:

Now Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men also,
saying, "Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousands of His saints, to execute
judgment on all, to convict all who are ungodly among them of all their
ungodly deeds which they have committed in an ungodly way, and of all the
harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him." (Jude 14-15)

This quotation shows that the Hebrews who believed God knew that time was headed
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on a very different path from the Greek view. Events do not just happen in a vacuum;
they are moving in a definite direction. Enoch is warning that a time is coming when
men will have to answer for what they have done during their lifetimes.

Even so, he is nowhere near the earliest indicator that time and the events within it are
moving in a specific direction. Notice Genesis 3:14-15:

So the LORD God said to the serpent; "Because you have done this, you are
cursed more than all cattle, and more than every beast of the field; on your
belly you shall go, and you shall eat dust all the days of your life. And I will
put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her
Seed; He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel."

God had revealed Himself to the Hebrew descendants of Abraham, and some among
them, like Moses, believed what He said. Thus, they knew that time was not cyclical, as
the Greeks perceived it, but linear: The Creator is moving time and all that happens
within it in a definite direction.

The prophet Amos receives credit for giving that "sometime" a general title, or at least
the term is first used within his prophecy. He called it the "Day of the Lord." Generally, he
appears to mean the time when God will intervene with a strong hand in the affairs of this
world - an act that is definitely not repetitious.

However, it remained for the Christian church to define time and its right usage for its
members. The church's conception of time blends the cyclical concepts of the Greeks
and the linear concepts of the Hebrews. It is true that many things in life - things like
wars, economic depressions, and political revolutions - do recur in an inexorable
manner. Yet, as the New Testament shows, much of this happens as a result of man's
self-centered nature. In other words, they do not have to happen, but they do happen
because man's choices make them happen. Man continually makes bad choices
because his nature is unchangingly anti-God.

Thus, in general, the Christian view is that time indeed contains stressful, repeating
cycles, as Solomon describes, yet the New Testament calls these cycles "evil" (Galatians
1:4). However, it also shows that time is moving in a definite direction and that God
Himself is orchestrating many of the events within its progress toward the return of Jesus
Christ, the Day of the Lord, and the establishment on earth of His Family Kingdom.

This led the church to develop, under the inspiration of Jesus Christ, an overall concept
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of time management unique to church members. It has its roots in the Old Testament:
Isaiah 55:6 urges us to "seek the LORD while He may be found."

— John W. Ritenbaugh

To learn more, see:
Seeking God (Part Two): A Foundation
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