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‘(Tlp‘rnan Daily Verse and Comment

2 Corinthians 6:1-2

(1) We then, as workers together with him, beseech you aso that ye
receive not the grace of God in vain. (2) (For he saith, | have heard thee
in atime accepted, and in the day of salvation have | succoured thee:
behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now isthe day of salvation.)

| saiah 55:6

(6) Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call ye upon him while he
IS near:

King James Version

The church developed, under the inspiration of Jesus Christ, an overal
concept of time management unique to church members. It hasitsrootsin
the Old Testament: |saiah 55:6 urges us to "seek the Loro While He may be
found."

Why should we seek Him? Because He has the power and the willingness, if
we will trust Him, to give us a completely new nature, breaking the vain,
frustrating, repetitious cycle. Isaiah 61:1-2 adds helpful understanding:

The Spirit of the Lord Goo is upon Me, because the Loro has
anointed Me to preach good tidings to the poor; He has sent Meto
heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the
opening of the prison to those who are bound; to proclaim the
acceptable year of the Loro, and the day of vengeance of our God.

Thisisaprophecy that Jesus partially quoted as He began His ministry in the
synagogue in Nazareth where He grew up (Luke 4:18-19). These passages
suggest an element of movement toward something soon to happen. Isaiah
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55:6 suggests we seek Him urgently because the Lord is moving on, and if
we do not seek Him now, it will be too late. Time and events within it are
moving. Isaiah 61:1-2 is similar: Now is an acceptable day for those called of
God. If we wait, the acceptable day will pass, and the day of vengeance,
even now moving toward us, will be here. It will be too late to avoid its
destructive powers!

In Solomon's complaint about time (Ecclesiastes 1:3-11), God was nowhere
mentioned. Events just go around and around endlesdly, effectively
describing Solomon's frustration. However, in the prophet Isaiah's
description, God isinvolved in the movement of events that impact directly
on His people'slives.

|1 Corinthians 5:20-21; 6:1-2 from the Revised English Bible helps usto see
the sense of urgency in aNew Testament setting:

We are therefore Christ's ambassadors. It isasif God were
appealing to you through us: we implore you in Christ's name, be
reconciled to God! Christ was innocent of sin, and yet for our sake
God made him one with human sinfulness, so that in him we might
be made one with the righteousness of God. Sharing in God's work,
we make this appeal: you have received the grace of God; do not
let it come to nothing. He has said: "In the hour of my favor |
answered you; on the day of deliverance | cameto your aid." This
Is the hour of favor, this the day of deliverance.

These admonitions to "seek God now," "now is an acceptable time," and "do
not let it come to nothing," all indicate a passing opportunity. The Christian
Is dealing with a specific period during which events are working toward the
culmination of some process, and if he does not take advantage of the
present opportunity, it will never come again. The Parable of the Wise and
Foolish Virginsin Matthew 25:6-13 illustrates our need to make the most of
this opportunity now. This parable's major lesson is that both life and time
are moving. The precise time of Christ's return is unknown, so He urges us to
take advantage of the knowledge and time we already have in hand. Those
who reject His advice will find their way into the Kingdom blocked.
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Recall that || Corinthiansis written to Christians. Paul's messageisacall to
strike while theiron is hot! Both Jesus and Paul remind us that our caling is
rife with possibilities, so much so that we can consider each moment as big
as eternity. That is how important this "day of salvation" isto us! The New
Testament's instruction to Christiansis, "Now isthetime!" Everythingisin
readiness for success. It is as though the New Testament writers are saying,
"Don't be like the dave who refuses when presented with freedom, or the
diseased person who rejects help when offered healing. God's door is open to
us! Charge through it by cooperating with Him!"

— John W. Ritenbaugh

Tolearn more, see:
Seeking God (Part Two): A Foundation
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Time, Perspective of
Urgency, Sense of
Useit or lose it
Vanity

Vanity of Physical life
Vigilance

Wise Virgins
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