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  Galatians 2:17-21
(17) "But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves also are found
sinners, is Christ therefore a minister of sin? Certainly not! (18) For if I build again
those things which I destroyed, I make myself a transgressor. (19) For I through the
law died to the law that I might live to God. (20) I have been crucified with Christ; it
is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh
I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me. (21) I do
not set aside the grace of God; for if righteousness comes through the law, then
Christ died in vain."
New King James Version   

Justification is clearly an act of God's grace, because what we deserve from what we
have earned—fromwhat we have done, the conduct of our lives—isdeath. There is none
righteous, no not one (Romans 3:10; Psalm 14:1). Since justification, then, cannot be
claimed as a right because we have sinned, it must be received as a gift. That fact that it
is given makes it an act of grace.

It is not our hanging on to Christ (that is, the keeping of the law) that saves us, but rather
Christ hanging on to us. That is, it is not what we do, but it is what He does continuously
as acts of grace that saves us, because we deserve death. If we can earn salvation
through law-keeping, Paul is saying in verse 21, "then Christ died in vain." If we can earn
salvation through law-keeping, then Christ's sinless life and agonizing death were not
necessary, because we can do it ourselves.

Justification is not vindication or exoneration. Both of those words connote that a person
was right all along, but the true facts were hidden from those who were doing the
judging. In some cases with men, vindication is possible because people are judged
unrighteously. Their judges are not using righteous judgment.

But God never judges unrighteously! He knows all the facts. He knows our heart. He
knows everything about us in every situation that we have ever been in, so He cannot
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vindicate us because we are not clear of guilt. He cannot exonerate us because we are
not innocent. Justification is more than that. It is setting us right or calling us righteous
though righteousness does not exist in us.

— John W. Ritenbaugh

To learn more, see:
Grace Upon Grace

Related Topics:
Grace
Grace, Cheap
Grace, Costliness of
Grace,"Free"
Justification
Justification by Faith
Justification by Grace through Faith
Justification by Works
Justification through Christ's Sacrifice
Justification, Sanctification, and Glorification
Righteous Judgment
Salvation
Salvation by Grace through Faith
Salvation Process
Salvation through Christ's Life

Commentary copyright © 1992-2016 Church of the Great God
New King James Version copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc.

http://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Audio.details/ID/189/Grace-Upon-Grace.htm
http://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Audio.details/ID/189/ap/1/Grace-Upon-Grace.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/45/Grace.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/3722/Grace-Cheap.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/4186/Grace-Costliness-of-.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/5936/GraceFree.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/38/Justification.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/1830/Justification-by-Faith.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/4209/Justification-by-Grace-through-Faith.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/2750/Justification-by-Works.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/6373/Justification-through-Christs-Sacrifice.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/6104/Justification-Sanctification-Glorification.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/1560/Righteous-Judgment.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/112/Salvation.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/1497/Salvation-by-Grace-through-Faith.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/1611/Salvation-Process.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/6347/Salvation-through-Christs-Life.htm
http://www.cgg.org
http://www.cgg.org/r/?s=ZscHgE3

	  
	verse
	verse

