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John 17:20-22

(20) "My prayer is not for them alone. | pray also for those who will
believe in me through their message, (21) that all of them may be one,
Father, just asyou arein me and | am in you. May they also be in us so
that the world may believe that you have sent me. (22) | have given them
the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one:

New International Version

Salvation can easily and accurately be described as "being at one with God."
Aslong as we are separated from God, we do not have salvation. When we
are"at one" with God, it means that we are becoming like Him, that we are
walking along the same path with Him and will be saved.

Jesus Christ's death bridges this impossible situation for us. We can then
begin to contribute to being at one with God. What remains yet undone,
despite the gap being bridged, is a change in character and in attitude that
must be worked in usin order for us to become like God. It takes living
God's way for usto become like God. Thisiswhy humility is necessary.

We can see from Jesus' prayer and from our own experience (and from the
history of man) that mankind is not at one with God, yet that is God's aim.
Satan motivated Adam and Eve, and subsequently all the rest of mankind, to
separate themselves from God. As long as Satan can keep us separated from
Him, salvation isimpossible. Satan's thinking, which was passed on to Adam
and Eve and then to us, is that we all have the right to set our own standards
or codes of right and wrong. He has convinced mankind that they have the
same prerogatives and that these Satan-inspired, man-made standards can
produce abundant prosperity, good health, peace, and a sense of well-being
inour lives.
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But they do not, and that is the problem! Humbling oneself means giving up
that devilish notion and submitting to what God says. He has given us free
moral agency to choose whether to obey His standards and codes, not the
freedom to set our own.

— John W. Ritenbaugh

Tolearn more, see:
Division, Satan, Humility
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Related Topics:
Atonement

Christ's Death

Christ's Sacrifice
Disunity

Division

Free Moral Agency
Humility

Jesus Christ's Death
Jesus Christ's Sacrifice
Living as Christ Lives
Living as God Lives
Salvation

Satan

Satan's Attitudes
Satan's Character
Satan's Nature
Separation from God
Sin Produces Separation
Submission to God
Submission to God's Will

Unity
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Unity in Christ
Unity with God
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