
  Revelation 2:4-5

(4) Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left your first love. (5)
Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do the first works, or
else I will come to you quickly and remove your lampstand from its place—unless
you repent.
New King James Version   

If we love a person, we are glad to be able to consult with him, to seek his tastes and
opinions. Why? So we can please him. We act on his advice; we do the things that he
approves of. In fact, we will even deny ourselves to meet his wishes and abstain from
the things that we know that he dislikes.

Anybody who has gone through a courtship understands this. If we find that the object
of our affection does not like the way we do certain things, the colors that we wear in our
clothing, the style of our dress, the car we drive, or the same foods we like, what will we
do? We will try to conform to him or her as long as it is lawful. If we love that person, we
will try to please him or her in any way that we possibly can. But, if we are indifferent to
the person, who cares what he or she thinks?

It is easy to see why this love is so important, for love is the mainspring of the right kind
of works.

The people who do not love Christ are working, active, expending their energies on
things that they love, but what they love is not Christ. And because it is not Christ, they
do the wrong works.

When we are in love, we will even learn things that we are not naturally inclined toward
because we think it will give the other person pleasure. Some guys are nuts over
baseball, golf, or whatever sport—perhaps hunting or fishing—and the poor girl will put
herself through agony to watch a boring baseball game with him or go golfing, hunting,
or fishing with him just to please him because she loves him.
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Are we that way with Christ? Do we do what we can, everything we can, denying
ourselves or learning new things because we want to please Him? We want to please
Him because we love Him. These are areas that we must evaluate ourselves on.

— John W. Ritenbaugh

To learn more, see:
How to Know We Love Christ

Related Topics:
Courtship Analogy
Dating Metaphor
Devotion
First Love
First Love, Losing
Intimacy
Intimacy with Christ
Intimacy with God
Knowing Christ
Knowing God
Knowledge of Christ
Knowledge of God
Losing First Love
Love for Christ
Love for God
Marriage Analogy
Neglect
Relationship with Christ
Relationship with God
Spiritual Neglect
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