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2 Corinthians 5:14-17

(14) For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if
onedied for all, then were all dead: (15) And that he died for all, that
they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him
which died for them, and rose again. (16) Wherefore henceforth know we
no man after the flesh: yea, though we have known Christ after the flesh,
yet now henceforth know we him no more. (17) Therefore if any man be
in Christ, heisanew creature: old things are passed away; behold, al
things are become new.

King James Version

Though not directly stated, Paul essentially describes what happened to
Abraham at his calling and must happen to us. Abraham's mind—and
therefore his life—was so arrested and redirected by God's revelation of
Himself that he responded dramatically, despite the realization that he could
no longer live as he had for 70 years. He had to make changes, and some of
them would be considerable and costly.

He could no longer live completely for himself. He no longer perceived
people as he had all hislife. He especially could no longer perceive his new
God and Savior as He formerly had. A new man was being created from
within, so he had to make a clean and permanent break from hisold life. His
life now had a new Object toward which he must walk. His life had a new
direction, a new relationship, new desires, and new requirements to fulfill.

We must never forget that Abraham was a specia case; he is the prototype
who set avivid, overall example for all his spiritual children to follow to
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some degree. There were bumps along the way; at times, he fell short of the
ideal. Y et, on the whole, he did nothing less than set a superb example for all

of us.

Tolearn more, see:
TheChristian Fight (Part Six)
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