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Romans 1:24-25

(24) Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts
of thelr own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves:
(25) Who changed the truth of God into alie, and worshipped and served
the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen.

King James Version

Beginning with the fact that mankind generally shows no fear of God,
Romans 1:24-25 illuminates how this lack of respect for Him has produced
what we now observe in the world every day.

In examining the central issue of the first few commandments, we find that
the first concerns what we worship. These verses in Romans 1 recap what
the first commandment forbids, the worship of someone or something other
than the Creator. Worship is the devoted service that an individual givesto
what he regards above all. It ismost assuredly not restricted to activity done
on only one day of the week. As verse 25 shows, a person can give devoted
service to created things as well as to the Creator. In addition, Paul observes
in Colossians 3:5 that covetousness is also idolatry, amplifying the fact that a
person can give unlawful respect and thus devotion to things other than the
Creator God.

We have all heard the argument that "all religions are good," but thisis
simply not true. Based on what it produces as away of life in countries
where it dominates, is militant Islam good? Are this world's many variations
of what is called Christianity good? This world's religions can be evaluated
as good or bad only in relation to each other. Not one of them is good when
evaluated against Jesus religion, the one He passed on to the apostles.
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Paul's argument in Romans 1 is that God abandoned to uncleanness those
addressed asidolaters. The term "uncleanness' indicates immorality and
strongly implies sexual immorality. Based on these few verses, the
conclusion isthat any religion other than the true oneisin reality a curse—
actually, in some ways a punishment—even though it may occasionally
produce some good effects!

The context pinpoints their sinin verse 25: "They exchanged the truth for the
lie." Notice the definite articles. Here, God and Hisway is "the truth," and
the people'sidolatry is"thelie." How can that be good? Paul is showing that
only the Creator God can be worshipped profitably. Worshipping someone
or something other than the Creator subtly turns the thrust and direction of a
person's life off the true path of God's purpose because the source of the
authority permitting or guiding his conduct is not the true God. Even though
the object of devotion may be otherwise harmless, it issin to give it that

level of respect because it absolutely cannot produce anything good toward
God's purpose.

|dolatry isasin whose fruit is almost never immediately seen. Itislikea
cancer that destroys by slow increments. Life's direction and any course
corrections must come from within one's rel ationship with the Creator God.
The wrong source will lead one astray. Clearly, properly keeping the first
commandment requires agreat deal of soul-searching evaluation of the true
value of what we hold dear.

— John W. Ritenbaugh

Tolearn more, see:
The Fourth Commandment

Related Topics:
Disrespect of God
Fourth Commandment

|dolatry
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|dolatry as Spiritual Fornication
|mmorality
Keeping Sabbath Holy

Profaning the Sabbath
Relationship with God
Reprobate Mind

Respect for God

Sabbath and Relationship with God
Sabbath as Holy Time
Sabbath, Keeping Holy
Sabbath, Keeping Properly
Sexual Immorality

The Fourth Commandment
The Truth

Uncleanness

What We Worship
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