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(10) Have we not all one Father ? Did not one God create us? Why do we
profane the covenant of our fathers by breaking faith with one another?
(11) Judah has broken faith. A detestable thing has been committed in
|srael and in Jerusalem: Judah has desecrated the sanctuary the LORD
loves, by marrying the daughter of aforeign god. (12) Asfor the man
who does this, whoever he may be, may the LORD cut him off from the
tents of Jacob —even though he brings offerings to the LORD Almighty.
(13) Another thing you do: Y ou flood the LORD's altar with tears. You
weep and wail because he no longer pays attention to your offerings or
accepts them with pleasure from your hands. (14) You ask, "Why?' It is
because the LORD is acting as the witness between you and the wife of
your youth, because you have broken faith with her, though she is your
partner, the wife of your marriage covenant. (15) Has not the LORD
made them one? In flesh and spirit they are his. And why one? Because
he was seeking godly offspring. So guard yourself in your spirit, and do
not break faith with the wife of your youth. (16) "I hate divorce," saysthe
LORD God of Israel, "and | hate a man's covering himself with violence
aswell aswith his garment," saysthe LORD Almighty.

So guard yourself in your spirit, and do not break faith.

New International Version

God wants us to learn to honor our parents because the family is not only the
basic building block of society, but also of the Kingdom of God. The godly
principles learned and the character built within the human family unit is
transferable into the spiritual family relationship of the Kingdom of God.
God expects atransference from parents to Him of the character and manner
of living derived from keeping this commandment.
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Parents are His representatives, His agents, to begin preparations for the
Kingdom of God. Thus the creative majesty and power of God is honored
and revered in the parents when children obey them.

This passage is directed toward Judah generally and toward the priests
specifically at atime when the institution of marriage was under attack.

| dolatrous marriages with foreign women were common, as was divorce.
Today, marriage is under attack generally, but specifically from perverse
same-sex unions. The Jews of Malachi's day wondered why, despite giving
their offerings to God, they were receiving no blessings from Him. His
answer: their idolatrous marriages and covenant-breaking divorces. He
specifically states that a purpose of marriage is that He wants godly children
to be produced. These marriages were not producing godly children.

The Hebrew word that is trandlated as "godly" is elohim, used here as an
adjective. It means "filled with reverence and love for God; devout, pious,
belonging to or emanating from God." Godliness and holiness are not
specifically the same: Godliness is arespectful, reverential attitude, while
holiness indicates living as God does. As attributes, as qualities of character,
they are absolutely inseparable.

The conclusion is inescapable. After creating Adam and Eve and announcing
that He had created them in Hisimage, God immediately establishes the
family through marriage. Marriage, therefore, plays an important role in
God's overall purpose of creating man in Hisimage. Thisfact provides the
fifth commandment with its greatest degree of significance.

— John W. Ritenbaugh

Tolearn more, see:
The Fifth Commandment
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Related Topics:

Divorce

Elohim

Family as Building Block of Society
Fifth Commandment

Godliness

Godly Seed

Holiness

Honoring Parents

Living as God Lives

Marriage
Parents, Honoring.

Respect

Respect for God
Reverence Toward God
Reverence Toward Parents
Same-Sex Unions

The Fifth Commandment
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