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  Matthew 8:5-13

(5) Now when Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to Him, pleading with Him, (6) 
saying, "Lord, my servant is lying at home paralyzed, dreadfully tormented." (7) And Jesus said 
to him, "I will come and heal him." (8) The centurion answered and said, "Lord, I am not worthy 
that You should come under my roof. But only speak a word, and my servant will be healed. (9) 
For I also am a man under authority, having soldiers under me. And I say to this  'Go,' and one,
he goes; and to another, 'Come,' and he comes; and to my servant, 'Do this,' and he does " (10) it.
When Jesus heard  He marveled, and said to those who followed, "Assuredly, I say to you, I it,
have not found such great faith, not even in Israel! (11) And I say to you that many will come 
from east and west, and sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. (12) 
But the sons of the kingdom will be cast out into outer darkness. There will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth." (13) Then Jesus said to the centurion, "Go your way; and as you have 
believed,  let it be done for you." And his servant was healed that same hour.so

  Luke 7:1-10

(1) Now when He concluded all His sayings in the hearing of the people, He entered 
Capernaum. (2) And a certain centurion"s servant, who was dear to him, was sick and ready to 
die. (3) So when he heard about Jesus, he sent elders of the Jews to Him, pleading with Him to 
come and heal his servant. (4) And when they came to Jesus, they begged Him earnestly, saying 
that the one for whom He should do this was deserving, (5) "for he loves our nation, and has 
built us a synagogue." (6) Then Jesus went with them. And when He was already not far from 
the house, the centurion sent friends to Him, saying to Him, "Lord, do not trouble Yourself, for I 
am not worthy that You should enter under my roof. (7) Therefore I did not even think myself 
worthy to come to You. But say the word, and my servant will be healed. (8) For I also am a 
man placed under authority, having soldiers under me. And I say to one, "Go," and he goes; and 
to another, "Come," and he comes; and to my servant, "Do this," and he does " (9) When Jesus it.
heard these things, He marveled at him, and turned around and said to the crowd that followed 
Him, "I say to you, I have not found such great faith, not even in Israel!" (10) And those who 
were sent, returning to the house, found the servant well who had been sick. 

    New King James Version

There are several discernible character traits in the centurion as described by Matthew and Luke:

First, he cares for and is concerned about his servant. Although the servant is a slave, he does not 
treat him as one. In fact, he is dear to the centurion, and so his suffering moves the centurion to 
compassion.
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Second, he is humble and sees himself as unworthy as a Gentile to approach the Jew , whether Jesus
personally or through the intercession of others. Luke describes this humility more vividly than 
Matthew does. Christ respects the humble and acts accordingly. The centurion's humility is seen in 
his consciousness of his own sins and the recognition of Jesus'  and excellence.holiness

Third, he has obvious  in Christ's ability to heal. He knows not to expect a "magical" cure—faith
rubbing an idol or touching a charm. Nor does he ask for a sign that a miracle would be performed. 
His humility shows his out-going concern for another human being, and it is outstanding because of 
his rank—people with status are rarely humble. When people are given even a low position or title, 
they often become inflated with pride, valuing themselves of more importance and worth than is 
realistic.

The centurion's humility is also unusual due to his ethnicity. Roman soldiers were trained to think of 
themselves as superior to those whom they conquered and presided over, especially in regard to the 
Jews, whom they scorned. However, the centurion humbles himself significantly before the Jewish 
rabbi, Jesus, giving Him great honor by abasing himself to the point that he says he is not worthy 
even of being in His presence.

The centurion's humility teaches us that the most faithful people frequently consider themselves the 
most unworthy before . In contrast, the weakest of people often deem themselves the most God
worthy. Likewise, a righteous person will readily admit his sinfulness, but the sinner will justify 
himself.

Jesus calls the centurion's act of faith "great" because he does not ask for any sign but believes in 
Christ's spiritual, supernatural ability. He does not expect anything visible. Jesus twice refers to a 
person having "great faith," and in both cases, the person is a Gentile: this Roman centurion and the 
Canaanite woman who appeals for her daughter's healing ( ). These two miracles show Matthew 15:28
that faith transcends such things as race and birth privileges.

Since the centurion is a Gentile, he has no promise by covenant of God's mercy, as do the Israelites. 
Thus, for him to have this kind of faith is a rare and great thing. His faith sees Christ's power, and he 
declares His holiness as a witness to other Gentiles. His faith shows his acceptance and respect of 
Christ as Savior and his submission to His will. He even believes that no direct contact is necessary 
for Jesus to perform the miracle! The centurion sees no restrictions on Christ's power and ability to 
heal his servant. He understands that nothing limits God.

It is interesting that Christ marvels over the magnitude of the centurion's faith. He understands the 
difficulty with which humans struggle with faith—that we are visually oriented, seeing the physical 
first and the spiritual second. Indeed, with most, the physical is more real than the spiritual. Yet, the 
reality is that true power, glory, and love are spiritual. These spiritual things are more real than the 
physical world that we see and hear. This material world will one day pass away, but the spiritual 

 will last forever and ever ( ; ; ).Kingdom of God Luke 21:33 II Peter 3:10 Daniel 7:18

— Martin G. Collins

To learn more, see:
The Miracles of Jesus Christ: Healing a Centurion's Servant (Part Two)

http://www.biblicaljesus.org/
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Audio.details/ID/137/Holiness-Part-1.htm
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Library.sr/CT/RA/k/974/Faith-What-Is-It.htm
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Library.sr/CT/CGGBOOKLETS/k/421/God-Is-What.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/23662/eVerseID/23662
http://www.truegospel.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/basics.tour/ID/2/What-Did-Jesus-Preach.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/25860/eVerseID/25860
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/30533/eVerseID/30533
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/21952/eVerseID/21952
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Library.sr/CT/BS/k/1432/Miracles-Jesus-Christ-Healing-Centurions-Servant-Part-Two.htm


The Berean: Daily Verse and Commentary for Matthew 8:5-13 (http://www.theberean.org)

Page  of 3 3

 Related Topics:
 Centurion's Faith

 Centurion's Faithfulness
 Centurion's Humility

 Faith
 Gentile Leadership

 Gentile Mindset
 Gentiles

 Healing of Centurion's Servant
 Humility as a Leadership Trait

 Miracles of Jesus Christ

Commentary copyright © 1992-2019  Church of the Great God
New King James Version copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc.

https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/8764/Centurions-Faith.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/8228/Centurions-Faithfulness.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/8762/Centurians-Humility.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/117/Faith.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/7910/Gentile-Leadership.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/8766/Gentile-Mindset.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/1475/Gentiles.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/8227/Healing-Centurians-Servant.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/7722/Humility-as-Leadership-Trait.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/4523/Miracles-Jesus-Christ.htm
https://www.cgg.org
http://www.cgg.org/r/?s=ZscHgE3

