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  Hosea 7:1-4
(1) whenever I would heal Israel,
the sins of Ephraim are exposed
and the crimes of Samaria revealed.
They practice deceit,
thieves break into houses,
bandits rob in the streets; (2) but they do not realize
that I remember all their evil deeds.
Their sins engulf them;
they are always before me. (3) "They delight the king with their wickedness,
the princes with their lies. (4) They are all adulterers,
burning like an oven
whose fire the baker need not stir
from the kneading of the dough till it rises.
New International Version   

God charges that all categories of sinners are adulterers! He uses the normal word for
adultery. He then provides insight into one way the spirit of harlotry entered into Israelite
culture: "They do not consider in their hearts"! Is this not also true today? Despite all the
evidence of how destructive sexual sins are, people will not change! Within marriage
and society at large, we see syphilis, gonorrhea, herpes, chlamydia, AIDS, broken
homes, rebellious children, and children being raised by single parents. How many
children are not even sure who their parents are? These sins are tearing the nation
apart!

The Hebrew word underlying the word "king" in Hosea 7:3 is sometimes used to indicate
leaders in business, education, and government, not just the head of the government.
God is pointing an accusing finger at those whose own evil ends are to profit from this
cesspool of faithlessness—tomake money and gain power. This list can include doctors,
lawyers, hospitals, pharmaceutical houses, pornographers, booksellers, moviemakers,
etc.
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— John W. Ritenbaugh

To learn more, see:
The Seventh Commandment
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