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Revelation 16:15

(15) "Behold, | am coming as athief. Blessed is he who watches, and
keeps his garments, lest he walk naked and they see his shame."

New King James Version

Hereisan explicit warning: that Christ will come as athief. In the midst of
disaster upon disaster and global war, some in God's church will be surprised
by it. It seemsironic how that could happen, but it is apparently going to
happen that way.

Here also isaconditional promise: Those who watch and keep their
garments will be blessed.

Revelation 16 does not just reveal prophetic information about the future like
some type of crystal ball. No, the prophecy is capped with a command to act:
to "watch" and to "keep." Choosing not to remain vigilant, choosing not to
guard our spiritual condition from atrophy, we can become complacent. We
can become neglectful. Our obedience to the commands to watch and to keep
iswhat is truly important to this particular scripture—not afull
understanding of every nuance of this chapter.

In fact, what God wants to see—and in fact, expectsto see—is our obedience
in faith to the commands of this passage notwithstanding our lack of
understanding of the details. In this sense, the blessing promised in verse 15
comes in spite of our full understanding of this prophecy, or lack thereof.
Knowledge is not a prerequisite to receiving the blessing. Obedienceis.

We believe God's word of prophecy, though we may not always necessarily

understand it. Nevertheless, God wants the prophecy to motivate us to
obedience, and our obedience will bring ablessing with it.
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— Charles Whitaker

Tolearn more, see:
ToWatch and Keep

Related Topics:

Conditional Promises

M otivating Power of Prophecy
Obedience

Obedience and Blessings
Prophecy, Motivating Power of
Prophecy, Purpose of

Sober Watchfulness

Thief Imagery

Thief in the Night

Vigilance

Watchfulness

Commentary copyright © 1992-2025 Church of the Great God
New King James Version copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc.

Page 2 of 2


https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/article/id/1450/to-watch-keep.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/9405/Conditional-Promises.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/9396/Motivating-Power-Prophecy.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/214/Obedience.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/9403/Obedience-Blessings.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/2022/Prophecy-Motivating-Power-of.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/4047/Prophecy-Purpose-of-.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/8013/Sober-Watchfulness.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/1102/Thief-Imagery.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/2540/Thief-in-Night.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/1101/Vigilance.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/2785/Watchfulness-.htm
https://www.cgg.org
https://c.cgg.org/index.cfm/r/?s=ZscHgE3

