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(24) Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of
heaven is likened unto a man which sowed good seed in hisfield: (25)
But while men dept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat,
and went hisway. (26) But when the blade was sprung up, and brought
forth fruit, then appeared the tares also. (27) So the servants of the
householder came and said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow good seed in
thy field? from whence then hath it tares? (28) He said unto them, An
enemy hath done this. The servants said unto him, Wilt thou then that we
go and gather them up? (29) But he said, Nay; lest while ye gather up the
tares, ye root up also the wheat with them. (30) Let both grow together
until the harvest: and in the time of harvest | will say to the reapers,
Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them:
but gather the wheat into my barn.

M atthew 13:37-40

(37) He answered and said unto them, He that soweth the good seed is
the Son of man; (38) Thefield isthe world; the good seed are the
children of the kingdom; but the tares are the children of the wicked one;
(39) The enemy that sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the
world; and the reapers are the angels. (40) Astherefore the tares are
gathered and burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end of thisworld.

King James Version

As Jesus says, the field is the world, in which He has established His church.
The church is not of the world (John 17:14), but within it, just as afarmer
may designate a specific plot of hisland, separated from the rest, for a
particular, unique crop.
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However, Satan the Devil has also been at work, sowing his own seeds
within the field. Using fragments of God's truth, Satan has founded false
religions and counterfeit Christianities that preach distortions of truth. Like
the tare that grows masguerading as the wheat, members of these false
churches may appear good, pious, and very generous. Worldly Christians
may possess a seemingly good heart and act with fine intentions, but when
the top layer of goodness is peeled back exposing their core, they revedl
deceived hearts lacking understanding or true love.

Further, the world's churches are in constant rebellion against God, refusing
to keep His commandments and rejecting the absolute authority of His
words. The world's ministers even pervert the Word of God with infusions
from such pagan religions as Buddhism, Hinduism, or other mystic or New
Age faiths. Through syncretism and false doctrine, these churches
accomplisn the will of their evil father: deceit and destruction (see John 8:44

).

Satan's malignant influence is not felt only within the world. He has planted
his own seeds, sowing false brethren and even ministers within the very
church of God. However, as Christ reveals in this parable, God permits this
intrusion of well-camouflaged counterfeits. Taresin God's church will
appear religious and devout, with no obvious warning-flag identifying them
to unsuspecting church members.

— Ted E. Bowling

Tolearn more, see:
Taking Care With the Tares

Related Topics:
Commandment Breaking
Commandment Keeping
Commandments, Breaking
Commandments, Keeping
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Counterfeit and Genuine Christians
Deception
Deception, Guarding against
False Church
False Religion

Genuine and Counterfeit Christians
Mankind's Rebellion against God
New Age Beliefs

Pagan Religious Practices
Parable of the Sower and the Seed
Parable of the Tares

Rebellion against God

Religious Deception

Satan as Deceiver

Satan as Sower of Tares
Syncretism

Syncretistic Religion

Tares and Wheat

Commentary copyright © 1992-2025 Church of the Great God

Page 3 of 3


https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/4198/Counterfeit-Genuine-Christians.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/167/Deception.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/3142/Deception-Guarding-against.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/8847/False-Church.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/1222/False-Religion.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/4199/Genuine-Counterfeit-Christians-.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/3290/Mankinds-Rebellion-against-God.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/3154/New-Age-Beliefs.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/3050/Pagan-Religious-Practices.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/481/Parable-of-Sower-and-Seed.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/3564/Parable-of-Tares-.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/9341/Rebellion-against-God.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/1800/Religious-Deception.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/9339/Satan-as-Deceiver.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/9337/Satan-as-Sower-Tares.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/168/Syncretism.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/1241/Syncretistic-Religion.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/4074/Tares-Wheat-.htm
https://www.cgg.org

