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  Galatians 6:9-10
(9) And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if
we do not lose heart. (10) Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all,
especially to those who are of the household of faith.

  2 Thessalonians 3:10-13
(10) For even when we were with you, we commanded you this: If anyone will not
work, neither shall he eat. (11) For we hear that there are some who walk among
you in a disorderly manner, not working at all, but are busybodies. (12) Now those
who are such we command and exhort through our Lord Jesus Christ that they work
in quietness and eat their own bread. (13) But as for you, brethren, do not grow
weary in doing good.
New King James Version   

If somebody who was known to you—maybe even somebody who was close to
you—cameup to you, and seemingly with no provocation whatsoever, punched you right
in the nose and you fell on your backside—ofcourse, wondering "What in the world is
going on?"—thechances are that the very first emotion that would hit you would be one
of surprise. "What did I do to deserve this?" You would be ready to gather yourself
together, and get up on your knees. As one foot is pushing you up off the ground, and
just as you get up again—wham!,right in the ol' kisser. By now, the attitude is beginning
to change. It is no longer surprise. You begin to feel the color coming up in your neck,
and maybe the hair standing on the back of your head. Anger is beginning to surge into
you.

Nonetheless, you get up again. Just as you get on your feet—wham!,right in the nose
again. By this time the anger is giving way to rage. Still, you gather yourself together
and stand up again, and, wham!—youget hit right in the kisser again, and down you go.
Now the rage is beginning to give way to another reaction. Another emotion is beginning
to enter your mind, and you are beginning to think, "When is he going to quit? When will
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this end? I can't stand it much longer."

But you drag yourself again, just as you confront the problems that hit your life. You
gather yourself and you get up. Just about the time that you get steady on your feet,
whoop!—rightin the kisser you get hit with another one, and down you go. Eventually,
brethren, you are going to come to the place where you think, "I don't care what he does
any more. I just wish he would stop." You will have reached the point of apathy. You no
longer care.

That was described by Abraham Maslow, and it is a true cycle. It is a series of emotions
that we go through when we are hit by a seemingly unending set of pressures. We
eventually become apathetic to what is going on around us, and we stop caring.

That is what happened to the people in the book of Hebrews. It was not a bloody
persecution. It was constant pressures being applied to the mind: Economic pressures,
health pressures, persecution on the church pressures, social pressures, family
pressures—youname it—onecoming right after the other in a wave that never seemed to
end. We need to confront this because things are not going to get any better! The
pressures are going to continue to build. We had better have a Resource that we can go
to in order to weather the storms of psychological damage that might be inflicted upon
us because we have nothing to resist the tribulations (pressures) that are coming upon
us.

Apathy has an effect: we not only no longer care about life itself, but we no longer care
about God. It begins to wane.

Apathy makes a person feel tired, like not doing anything. But there comes a time when
we have to 'buck it up', and sacrifice ourselves, and push ourselves, and do right things
that we do not want to do, and not allow the weariness to overtake us. That kind of
psychological weariness can make us sick of body, so that we will not be able to do
anything.

Doing good is a witness that God wants from us. He knows how much we can bear, and
He wants to prepare us for the things that are coming. So trial upon trial upon trial is
going to come upon us. It is part of the preparation that we have to go through, to see
whether or not we are going to endure to the end (Matthew 24:13).

— John W. Ritenbaugh
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