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Jeremiah 25:3-5

(3) "From the thirteenth year of Josiah the son of Amon, king of Judah,
even to this day, thisis the twenty-third year in which the word of the
LORD has come to me; and | have spoken to you, rising early and
speaking, but you have not listened. (4) And the LORD has sent to you
all His servants the prophets, rising early and sending them, but you have
not listened nor inclined your ear to hear. (5) They said, "Repent now
everyone of hisevil way and his evil doings, and dwell in the land that
the LORD has given to you and your fathers forever and ever.

Jeremiah 25:7-9

(7) Yet you have not listened to Me," says the LORD, "that you might
provoke Me to anger with the works of your hands to your own hurt. (8)
"Therefore thus says the LORD of hosts: "Because you have not heard
My words, (9) behold, I will send and take all the families of the north,"
says the LORD, "and Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, My servant,
and will bring them against thisland, against its inhabitants, and against
these nations all around, and will utterly destroy them, and make them an
astonishment, a hissing, and perpetual desolations.

New King James Version

Jeremiah was God's prophet at this time, when Judah was just about to suffer
captivity. He was God's last major prophet—the last one He sent to appeal to
the Judeans before their society, their civilization, came to an end. What was
Jeremiah’'s complaint? " For twenty-three years |'ve been speaking to you, and
you're not listening." And because they did not listen, by the time of
Jeremiah 25, the nation had already been defeated, and a small group of
refugees was on the run trying to save their lives. So Jeremiah made it very
plain: "You didn't listen."
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Thisistypical of why Jesus admonishes us to listen. They heard, but they did
not listen. The direct result was ultimately the pain of warfare, but also all of
the disruptions in society before the war actually broke out—the kind of
things that our culture is struggling with now—things similar to the drug
scene, rampant murder, all kinds of disease, and so forth. God said if they
would only repent, He would heal them.

They did not listen. They did not repent. They did not get healed. Instead,
they went through war and into captivity, and these few had to flee for their
lives. God is saying what almost any parent would say to achild inasimilar
situation: "1 told you not to do that, but you wouldn't listen." How many
times have we said that to our children?

Why did Judah not listen? The answer is not difficult. They did not listen
because, to them, the word spoken by God's prophets carried no authority.
They dismissed it as alittle thing, of having no consequence. It carried no
authority with them because the people had no faith in God's sovereignty.

Because these people had made the covenant with God and had been taught
by one of God's prophets, if asked if they believed in God, these Judeans
would have replied, "Yes, | believein God." But the practical reality is that
they had no faith in God; they lived as if He were nowhere around. They did
not have faith that He had the power to do what He said or that He cared
enough about them to do it. In aword, they did not have living faith.

Why isit so important to listen to God's message? Because it is to those who
listen and believe the message that God's summons comes and through
whom God's work is done.

— John W. Ritenbaugh

Tolearn more, see:
The Sovereignty of God (Part One)
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Related Topics:

Hearing

Hearing and Listening
Hearing but not Listening
Jeremiah’'s Complaint
Judah's Captivity
Listening

Repentance
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