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Psalm 15:1-5

(1) Lord, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? who shall dwell in thy holy
hill? (2) He that walketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness, and
gpeaketh the truth in his heart. (3) He that backbiteth not with his tongue,
nor doeth evil to his neighbour, nor taketh up areproach against his
neighbour. (4) In whose eyes a vile person is contemned; but he
honoureth them that fear the LORD. He that sweareth to his own hurt,
and changeth not. (5) He that putteth not out his money to usury, nor
taketh reward against the innocent. He that doeth these things shall never
be moved.

King James Version

It was surprising to discover two new thingsin this passage. Thefirst is that
while Christians usually choose Psalm 23 as their favorite psalm, Jews often
choose Psalm 15. The second is that the Hebrew of the phrase "who shall
dwell" does not suggest “living in," but rather "visiting with"—that is, being
acceptable to come into God's presence. In other words, the psalm has at
least an equally strong present tense application asit does a future one.

It is essential, therefore, for us to consider whether God allows us to visit
Him, and thus whether He hears our prayers. The person who has these
gualifications most certainly will be heard. In himis no false way at all, no
pretense, no deceit, no gossip, no guile, and no hypocrisy. He has no hollow
friendships, nor does He give vain compliments. His heart, hand, and tongue
arein unison in believing and doing truth. Thisisamodel for al of usto
strive to reach.

Proverbs 25:19 instructs us, "Confidence in an unfaithful man in time of
troubleislike a bad tooth and afoot out of joint." Faithfulness always
indicates a person who deals truthfully; he can be trusted. Y et, dealing with
unfaithful peopleisusually painful because one never knows whether they
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will come through. Thus, our evaluation of ourselves comes down to this
question: How can God trust usif we are not striving to be honest now?

[l Corinthians 4:1-2 sets a standard:

Therefore, since we have this ministry, as we have received mercy,
we do not lose heart. But we have renounced the hidden things of
shame, not walking in craftiness nor handling the word of God
deceitfully, but by manifestation of the truth commending
ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God.

Paul's proclamation fits right into the description of the acceptable personin
Psalm 15. Our responsibility isto manifest truth. We must make honest and
diligent use of God's gracious gifts without craftiness. Is our way Christ's
way and therefore acceptable to God? Can we say that we have nothing to do
with hidden and shameful methods?

Paul is not saying that we act with unscrupulous cleverness, but that we do
not adulterate truth in any form at all. By making truth clear, whether in
word or deed, we commend ourselves both to human conscience in the sight
of God and please Him at the same time. We should be childlike and open,
leaving as little room as possible for people to misinterpret our motives,
misunderstand our actions, or twist our words out of their real meaning.

Does it make any difference what people think of us? Some take the
approach that "1'm going to do what | want to do, and what others think
doesn't matter." However, it matters very much to God. If it did not, He
would not show such concern in His Word regarding being a good witness
for Him. Nor would He warn us about protecting our reputation—or His—
because much of our effectiveness in witnessing depends on our being
trustworthy.

K eeping the ninth commandment begins with not letting our deceitful heart
trick us into doing anything less than what is honest and true in God's sight,
regardless of what we think men might discern from what we say or do. To
do this, we may have to override strong internal drives to make ourselves
look good, but doing what is right is something that must be done to remain
pure and glorify God.
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Tolearn more, see:
The Ninth Commandment

Related Topics:
Acknowledging God's Presence
Cleverness
Conscience

Deceit

Deceitfulness
Deceitfulness of Heart
Faithfulness

God's Presence
Guarding the Truth
Guile

Honesty

Hypocrisy
Ninth Commandment

Self Deception

The Ninth Commandment
Trust in God
Trustworthiness
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