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(11) These things happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings for us, on
whom the fulfillment of the ages has come. (12) So, if you think you are standing firm, be
careful that you don't fall! (13) No temptation has seized you except what is common to man.
And God isfaithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are
tempted, he will also provide away out so that you can stand up under it.

New International Version

The high-achievers of this world have many of the same run-of-the-mill problems that everybody
experiences. Going to the moon did not change the kind of person that Neil Armstrong would have
been anywhere: withdrawn and enigmatic, a puzzling person who just wanted to be alone, as he was
described.

It is the same with others. Their fame, the fortune, the academic and professional accomplishments
have not proved to be an advantage to help them avoid the very kinds of things that trouble us, so all
of their accomplishments, their fame, and their money are not the solutions. They have these things,
yet they face the same kinds of problems. In most cases, they cannot meet them well. So, having
more brains, money, ease, and fame has not insulated them from divorce, withdrawn and alienated
children, emotional breakdowns, and health problems.

By "common," used herein verse 13, God means that the problems are nothing exceptional. They are
not beyond the powers of endurance. The word translated "taken™ or "overtaken" adds to our
understanding of the kind of problem. It iswritten in the perfect tense and indicates alasting
condition—something one has to deal with every day, a chronic problem. It just does not go away.

"Escape” indicates away out of a defile, atight spot, asif surrounded. The word "temptation” is one
of the more interesting ones in this whole series of verses because, interestingly, it indicates
something designed and unavoidable. It suggests atrial that could become a temptation—something
that has been designed and is unavoidabl e rather than being merely a difficult happenstance, such as
a"time and chance" occurrence. It is atest such as ateacher would give. One cannot avoid tests
when a student in school.

Overall, because God is faithful, it shows that we can successfully meet our difficultiesin life, so
thereisagreat deal of assurance here for those whom God has called. It leaves those He has not
called out of thisassurance. Life isdifficult, but being a high-achiever in this world does not
guarantee that one will escape difficulty.

The lessons of the Feast of Pentecost have a great deal to do with pointing usin the right direction to
enable us to endure and overcome these lasting, chronic problems common to mankind.
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Tolearn more, see:
Rejoicein What We Are
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