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Daily Verse and Comment

  Romans 10:1-3

(1) Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that 
they may be saved. (2) For I can testify about them that they are zealous 
for God, but their zeal is not based on knowledge. (3) Since they did not 
know the righteousness that comes from God and sought to establish 
their own, they did not submit to God's righteousness. 

    New International Version

It is not so much a lack of the availability of true knowledge as it is a 
lackadaisical, careless, "it really does not matter all that much," "any way is 
as good as any other," "  is not really all that bad" approach. It at first sin
might seem to be a gentle form of stubbornness, but the real problem here is 
two major spiritual sins: pride and . In effect, Israelites are covetousness
guilty of telling  that He does not know what He is talking about. As a God
nation, we are somewhat like teenagers who tell their parents that they are 
"out of it" old fogies, but it is far more serious than this.

Generally, Israelites are not a particularly violent people. However, our pride 
influences us, as Amos shows, to be deceitful and sneaky and to take 
advantage of those weaker than ourselves. We are masters of competitively 
seeking advantage, not for the purpose of sharing, but to get for the self. 
Consider Jacob's characteristics in his dealings with Esau and his father-in-
law, Laban.

However, these sins are just as much deviations from God's standards as the 
violent and vicious sins of the Gentiles. Sin is sin is sin. God nowhere says, 
"This level of sin is passable"; sin will always be failure. "The wages of sin 
is death" ( ). The continuous nature of these  sins Romans 6:23 pesha'
(presumptuous transgressions) strongly indicates that they will not be 
repented of.
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— John W. Ritenbaugh

To learn more, see:
Sin, Christians, and the Fear of God

 Related Topics:
 Continuous Sin

 Israel's Taking advantage of others
 Jacob's Deceit

 Lackadaisical Approach to Morality
Lackadaisical Attitudes 

 Persistent Sin
 Pesha

 Prideful Stubbornness
 Sin is Failure

 Sin, Willful
 Sinning Willfully

Stubbornness 
 Wages of Sin as Death

 Willful Sin
Willfully Sin 
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