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  Revelation 17:1-6
(1) Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and talked with
me, saying to me, "Come, I will show you the judgment of the great harlot who sits
on many waters, (2) with whom the kings of the earth committed fornication, and the
inhabitants of the earth were made drunk with the wine of her fornication." (3) So he
carried me away in the Spirit into the wilderness. And I saw a woman sitting on a
scarlet beast which was full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten
horns. (4) The woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold and
precious stones and pearls, having in her hand a golden cup full of abominations
and the filthiness of her fornication. (5) And on her forehead a name was written:
MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND OF THE
ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. (6) I saw the woman, drunk with the blood of the
saints and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus. And when I saw her, I marveled
with great amazement.

  Revelation 18:7-10
(7) In the measure that she glorified herself and lived luxuriously, in the same
measure give her torment and sorrow; for she says in her heart, "I sit as queen, and
am no widow, and will not see sorrow." (8) Therefore her plagues will come in one
day—deathand mourning and famine. And she will be utterly burned with fire, for
strong is the Lord God who judges her. (9) "The kings of the earth who committed
fornication and lived luxuriously with her will weep and lament for her, when they
see the smoke of her burning, (10) standing at a distance for fear of her torment,
saying, "Alas, alas, that great city Babylon, that mighty city! For in one hour your
judgment has come."
New King James Version   

As the head of gold, Babylon's alluring qualities are manifest in the world, and we must
avoid these to keep from being ensnared. These traits are clearly delineated in
Revelation 17 and 18, and they are these broad areas of possible temptation or trial for
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us: idolatry, prostitution, self-sufficiency, self-glorification, pride, complacency, reliance
on luxury and wealth, avoidance of suffering, and violence against life.

Especially emphasized in these chapters is pride ("she glorified herself"), and the
second is satiety, to seek the fullness of everything. It is especially used in regard to
seeking food—to become full and then go beyond that. It is to become over-full in
everything. However, satiety can apply to other things as well. Some people lose
themselves in entertainment: A little bit of entertainment is not enough—theirwhole lives
must consist of entertainment, practically from morning to night. Revelation 18:7 says
that the great harlot lived luxuriously. Then there is the avoidance of suffering, seen
where she says in the same verse, "I shall see no sorrow."

These three are interrelated, and when combined with the other attitudinal factors, they
become the perfect matrix for producing Laodiceanism in the careless Christian. The
world is already largely caught up in these things, but they are a temptation to us.

A matrix is described in the dictionary as "the environment in which something is
developed." In some cases, it is synonymous with another better known and more
frequently used word, "womb." The womb is the perfect matrix for the development of a
baby. We in this society are living right in the midst of the perfect environment for
developing Laodiceanism, which is why it is so important that we understand the origin,
nature, and fruit of the Israelitish culture that has become the very epitome of the
Babylonish system.

— John W. Ritenbaugh

To learn more, see:
Laodiceanism

Related Topics:
Avoidance of suffering
Babylonish System
Complacency
Head of Gold
Idolatry
Pride
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Prostitution
Satiety
Self Glorification
Self Sufficiency
Temptation
Womb
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