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  Hebrews 11:1-7
(1) Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.
(2) For by it the elders obtained a good testimony. (3) By faith we understand that
the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that the things which are seen were
not made of things which are visible. (4) By faith Abel offered to God a more
excellent sacrifice than Cain, through which he obtained witness that he was
righteous, God testifying of his gifts; and through it he being dead still speaks. (5)
By faith Enoch was taken away so that he did not see death, "and was not found,
because God had taken him"; for before he was taken he had this testimony, that he
pleased God. (6) But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes
to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently
seek Him. (7) By faith Noah, being divinely warned of things not yet seen, moved
with godly fear, prepared an ark for the saving of his household, by which he
condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness which is according to
faith.
New King James Version   

Hebrews 11, popularly called "the Faith Chapter," contains the recitation of the names
and deeds of several men and women of faith from creation to the time of Israel's
entering of the Promised Land. In it, the author—mostlikely the apostle Paul—presents
illustrations from the Old Testament to bear out his opening statement: "Now faith is the
substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. For by it the elders
obtained a good testimony" (Hebrews 11:1-2).

In the lives of individual after individual, he shows that their expressions of faith in God,
despite the lack of material evidence, proved they were righteous (verse 4), pleased
God (verse 5), and were heirs of righteousness (verse 7). The remarkable acts that they
accomplished—fromAbel's offering of an excellent sacrifice to Rahab's hiding of the
Israelite spies—were done because, believing the Word of God, they envisioned a
heavenly future that others could not see.
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We see, then, that the heroes of faith not only lived righteous lives in the present, but
also moved and acted with a steady eye on the future. Their faith had its foundation in
the invisible God whose Word they obeyed, yet their foreknowledge of God's plan for
mankind contained in the promises that God gave to them and to Israel also played a
major role, one not nearly recognized enough among professing Christians. It was not
just the promise of salvation or even of eternal life dangled before them that made them
so unflinchingly faithful. It was also their steadfast hope of a better tomorrow in God's
Kingdom.

— Richard T. Ritenbaugh
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