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  Matthew 5:3
(3) "Blessed are the poor in spirit, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

New King James Version   

Being poor in spirit is a far cry from being strapped in one's financial circumstances.
Poverty of spirit is a change in a person's heart made by the great God Almighty when
He awakens the mind to His reality and begins revealing the greatness of His person
and purpose. The individual begins to become aware of his own puny character defiled
by vanity and to realize that he is in the presence of brilliant intellect, power, and holiness
. What happens to Job, for example, in Job 38-42 is not an ordinary change of mind but
on the order of a miraculous divine intervention.

Until God intervenes, Job argues vehemently that he is not a sinner; in fact, he contends
that he is a man of purity and good works. What he sees revealed about himself in
comparison to God causes him great disgust: Now he realizes that he is a loud-mouthed
braggart with a sky-high opinion of himself. It causes him such revulsion that he comes
to abhor himself as a fool. In his own eyes barely moments before, he thought of himself
as a shining jewel representing God before men. Moments later, he is a burned-out,
worthless hunk of junk.

As one who thought highly of himself, he had argued with everyone to defend himself.
Now, deflated, he admits, "I uttered what I did not understand, things too wonderful for
me, which I did not know." A powerful change had taken place in his attitude toward
God and fellow man. He thought he knew everything worthwhile and shouted it to the
high heavens, but the reality is that he knows nothing of what is truly important. He is
broken.

Poverty of spirit occurs when a person empties himself of all desire to exercise personal
self-will, and just as important, renounces all preconceived opinions in a wholehearted
search for God. A person who is poor in spirit is willing to set aside his present habits,
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views, prejudices, and way of life if necessary—tojettison anything and everything that
might stand between himself and God. To the mind of one poor of spirit, God, above all,
must be pleased.

To be poor in spirit is not to lack courage but to acknowledge spiritual bankruptcy. It is
the mind of one who confesses his unworthiness before God and realizes that he is
utterly dependent on Him in every facet of life. Job had been a wealthy man
accustomed to ordering others about. He depended on no one. He now discovers that
he is totally dependent on God for every breath of life, and God must be acknowledged,
beginning with his personal relationship with Him and then extending out to the ways he
perceived and dealt with other men.

For the first time in his life, Job fully understands that without God, he could do nothing
of value toward an eternal relationship with Him (John 15:5). Poverty of spirit is
foundational to everything that proceeds from a person's relationship with God from that
point forward. It is indispensible to continuing and growing the relationship, otherwise
the ego becomes a major hindrance.

— John W. Ritenbaugh
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