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  Matthew 25:1-12

(1) "Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened to ten virgins who took their lamps and went 
out to meet the bridegroom. (2) Now five of them were wise, and five  foolish. (3) Those were
who  foolish took their lamps and took no oil with them, (4) but the wise took oil in their were
vessels with their lamps. (5) But while the bridegroom was delayed, they all slumbered and 
slept. (6) "And at midnight a cry was  "Behold, the bridegroom is coming; go out to meet heard:
him!" (7) Then all those virgins arose and trimmed their lamps. (8) And the foolish said to the 
wise, "Give us  of your oil, for our lamps are going out." (9) But the wise answered, saying, some
"  lest there should not be enough for us and you; but go rather to those who sell, and buy for No,
yourselves." (10) And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready 
went in with him to the wedding; and the door was shut. (11) "Afterward the other virgins came 
also, saying, "Lord, Lord, open to us!" (12) But he answered and said, "Assuredly, I say to you, I 
do not know you." 

    New King James Version

The Parable of the Wise and Foolish Virgins could have depicted the original "sleeper cells," those 
groups that aid the enemy by their lethargy and inactivity. A sleeper cell is defined as a group of 
terrorists called "sleeper agents" that belong to a large terrorist organization. The cell "sleeps" or lies 
dormant, not acting until told to do so. Before the greater church of  was scattered, sleeper cells God
weighed it down.

Closely allied to sleeper cells are passive sponsors of terrorism. Daniel Byman, in his October 6, 
2004, Massachusetts Institute of Technology Security Studies Seminar address, "Passive Sponsorship 
of Terrorism," notes, "A regime is guilty of passive sponsorship if it knowingly allows a terrorist 
group to raise money, enjoy a sanctuary, recruit, or otherwise flourish but does not directly aid the 
group itself." Byman points out that not only are Iran and Syria on the list of "tacit" supporters of 
terrorism, but the Saudis have turned a blind eye to al Qaida, Pakistan has offered safe haven to the 
Taliban, and even certain groups in the United States offered sanctuary and economic and weapons 
support to the Irish Republican Army.

The greater church of God has been infiltrated with sleeper cells and passive sponsors of terrorism. 
After our previous fellowship was destroyed by neglect, the cells became active, endorsing the 

 doctrine of . This false doctrine sabotages the Christian by making him antinomian eternal security
believe that his salvation is eternally assured, causing him to neglect the very necessary works that 
strengthen his relationship with God and help him to overcome his sins and grow in character.

Interestingly, the term "sabotage" has the connotation of slowing something down. Communist 
Walker C. Smith, in his treatise on , cites the following etymology:Sabotage
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A striking French weaver cast his woden [sic] shoe—called a —into the delicate sabot
mechanism of the loom upon leaving the mill. The confusion that resulted, acting to the 
workers' benefit, brought to the front a line of tactics that took the name of SABOTAGE. 
Slow work is also said to be at the basis of the word, the idea being that wooden shoes 
are clumsy and so prevent quick action on the part of the workers.

Some who would not even consider bringing a plastic explosive into the workplace think nothing of 
spending thirty extra minutes around the water cooler or of idling away their time viewing 
questionable material on the company computer. Are we built-in liabilities—or worse, actual 
saboteurs—to our employers by just showing up to work?

As we move in our conversion process beyond justification, we dare not slumber, slow down, or do 
our work with slackness. The eternal security doctrine has been around since the Garden of Eden, but 

 warns in Jesus Matthew 5:19:

Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of these commandments, and , teaches men so
shall be called least in the ; but whoever does and teaches them  he kingdom of heaven ,
shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. (Emphasis ours.)

Those who teach that God's law has been done away are spiritual murderers, attempting to destroy 
for eternity those who have God's Holy Spirit. We have been called to overcome and grow, going 
through trials and tests, conforming to the image of Christ, meeting the requirements to be members 
of God's Family to the extent that we discipline ourselves, subduing our carnal natures, and taking on 
God's characteristics.

— David F. Maas
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