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Daily Verse and Comment

  Ephesians 4:14

(14) that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried 
about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning 
craftiness of deceitful plotting, 

    New King James Version

It is common for people to take the easy way, the path of least resistance. 
They allow themselves to be blown along with the prevailing cultural wind, 
whether in fashion, sports, art, music, politics, or sadly, ethics and morals. 
Taking no thought to their course or direction, they follow along with the 
current trends because it is easier to "go with the flow."

When bad things happen or when they realize that they have ended up 
somewhere that they never imagined they would be, instead of deeply 
considering the course of their lives, many merely shrug their shoulders and 
call it "fate" or "circumstance." In doing this, they show that they are ruled 
by the swirling winds of society around them. Rather than exercising control 
over their lives, they allow those trends to direct their journeys through life. 
They simply refuse to set a course, man the tiller, and make for a set 
destination.

At one time or another, we, too, have been affected by what is happening in 
. We have allowed ourselves to be driven by the prevailing winds the world

of this society and its standards. Whether we admit it or not, we have been 
affected by our culture's television, movies, fashion, politics, and even 
religion.

We have been called to come out of this world ( ).  wants Revelation 18:4 God
us to find a course contrary to the prevailing and normal way of life that 
seems right to those in the world. As  tells us, "There is a way Proverbs 14:12
which seems right to a man  appears straight before him, but at the end of and
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it is the way of death" ( ). History is strewn with The Amplified Bible
examples of human ideas that did not end well.

The prevailing winds of this Satan-inspired world ( ) sweep Revelation 12:9
millions along in its intense velocity. It is beating against us all the time, and 
the struggle to resist is wearying. Out of sheer exhaustion, some give in to 
these winds and conform to their whispered suggestions. It is especially easy 
to succumb to them when surrounded by peers, employers, friends, and 
neighbors who want us to follow them and their way of thinking. It is just far 
less stressful to go along.

However, we are not to conform to the course that the world takes (Romans 
). Instead, we are to set our sails to follow a different line, obeying God 12:2

and rejecting the popular trends of this world when they disregard His way 
of life. This means that we must take the time to consider and decide where 
we want to end up. What is our destination? Where is our home port? Then, 
we have to learn to make right choices so that we will one day arrive there.

The force that is in the world—dominant, popular, and widespread—is 
contrary to God. If we desire to obey God, we must face it and overcome it, 
having enough strength to endure its ceaseless, insistent pressure to return to 
its easy lifestyle.

— Gary Montgomery

To learn more, see:
Prevailing Winds

 Related Topics:
 Approbation of Peers

 Changing Direction
 Choices

 Direction
 Drifting
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 Peer pressure
 Pressure from Society

 Pressure from World
 Prevailing Winds

 Stress
 Victims of Circumstance
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