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  Matthew 15:33
(33) Then His disciples said to Him, 'Where could we get enough bread in the
wilderness to fill such a great multitude?'
New King James Version   

The skepticism of the disciples is quite shameful. A short time earlier, they had
witnessed Christ miraculously feed the 5,000. They had seen His power multiply a few
loaves and fish to fill the hungry crowd. Yet, confronted with an identical problem, they
throw up their hands and say that it cannot be done.

Is that not what all of us do when faced with a new but similar trial? Each new difficulty
appears as one from which there is no rescue. Why do we become so perplexed and
discouraged? We know God heals and intervenes on behalf of believers. Like the
Israelites in the wilderness, we seem to forget previous deliverances. What short
memories we have! The person with true faith develops confidence from God's former
interventions of faithfulness and love.

There is no excuse for such skepticism. All of us have expressed similar skepticism in
our failures in trusting God. The biblical words for doubt suggest being "suspended,"
"driven by gusts," or "fluctuating in mid-air." Doubt does not necessarily indicate a lack
of faith, but rather a state of qualified faith—weaknessbut not its total absence. Hebrews
11:6 asserts, "Without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God
must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him."
Like us, Christ's disciples obviously pleased God often, yet they sometimes displayed
weak faith.

— Martin G. Collins

To learn more, see:
The Miracles of Jesus Christ: Feeding the Four Thousand
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Related Topics:
Doubting
Faith
Feeding of 5000
Jesus Christ's Miracles: Feeding of Five Thousand
Skepticism
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