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  Matthew 24:6
(6) And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not troubled; for
allthese things must come to pass, but the end is not yet.
New King James Version   

If Jesus said this to imply something of worldwide importance—worldwideimpact—itdid
not apply well to those people in Jesus' day because, to them, the world was limited to
the Mediterranean area. They did not have radio, television, or telephones.
Communication then compared to today was quite slow. What we are looking at here in
Matthew 24 is primarily addressed to those who are living at the end-time, when there is
radio, television, the Internet, and all kinds of means of rapid communication.

We cannot go through a day anymore without hearing of a war or some kind of armed
fighting or conflict with people being killed somewhere on this earth, whether it is in
Afghanistan, in Pakistan, in Iraq, in East Africa, in South America, or now even in the
United States. It is happening all the time, and we are aware of it. We may not pay a
great deal of attention, but it registers on our minds that it has occurred. It adds to the
intensity of our stress and keeps us a little bit on edge. However, Jesus says that,
despite hearing all these terrible things, the end is not yet.

All of the things He mentions from verse 4 to at least verse 12 is that none of them is
absolutely a sign of the time of the end. This is not to say that they will not happen at the
time of the end. They most certainly will happen at the time of the end, but none of these
things of and by themselves, or even collectively, is a sign of the end time. These kinds
of events can all occur at any time in history. Beginning at verse 12, though, things
begin to get more serious for those of us who are living at the end time.

In terms of spiritual instruction to us, Jesus is warning us not to allow ourselves to get
caught up in them because they can very easily become false signs that one can give far
too much importance to.
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These things are happening, and they are happening at both an increasing tempo and
an increasing intensity. They are beginning to strike right in our very own lands. We
need to keep an eye on them, but Jesus says, despite them, "The end is not yet."

— John W. Ritenbaugh

To learn more, see:
Does Doctrine Really Matter? (Part 4)
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