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  Hebrews 10:38

(38)    Now the just shall live by faith;
   But if anyone draws back,

 My soul has no pleasure in him."
    New King James Version

"Now the just shall live by " is both a statement of fact and a command. faith
It is not easy, but at the very least,  has gifted each member of the Body. God
It requires of us a great deal of focused and disciplined living to . live by faith
To do it well, we must fully accept God's sovereignty, not merely as a 
random fact, but as a reality working in our lives of faith.

Recall that many Israelites failed along the way to the Promised Land 
because their faith failed at some point during their pilgrimage. But their 
faith in whom and in what? Of course, it is faith in God, but unlike them, 
have we fully accepted what He is and what He does?  commands in Jesus

 that we must place Him before all else in our lives. What are His Luke 14:26
qualities and attributes? What is our vision of God's place in our lives?

Besides God's warning about , we must often be reminded that the the world
carnal mind is not subject to Him, as indeed it cannot be ( ). A Romans 8:7
major reason the Israelites in the wilderness failed is that it never entered 
their minds at the beginning of their journey that it would be so difficult.

Our positions as called children of God place us in a position in which we 
must determine who is regulating affairs on this earth. To whom will we 
submit our lives, God or ? It is not as though there is a struggle Satan
between them. The "contest" has already been decided. God won. However, 
He permits Satan limited leeway to test and try us. Which of these two—
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between whom we choose—is supreme? Which will we choose to be must 
sovereign over our lives?

 states that Satan has deceived the entire world. He is an Revelation 12:9
accuser and the author of confusion. If we take an overview of conditions on 
earth, we see turmoil everywhere, providing a clear picture that mankind as a 
whole has given itself over to Satan.

However, this is not so with us. By God's mercy, our minds have been 
opened for the very purpose of freely choosing God as our sovereign and 
submitting to Him. So then, how much do we truly know about His 
attributes, character, and judgments as shown in His Word?

For instance, are we aware of what it says in ?Deuteronomy 28:63

And it shall be, that just as the L  rejoiced over you to do you ORD

good and multiply you, so the L  will rejoice over you to destroy ORD

you and bring you to nothing; and you shall be plucked from off 
the land which you go to possess.

This is a side of God that is not often taught, yet it is part of the whole of 
what He is, and we must face it and choose. Judgments are often painful. 
God says in  that He humbled the Israelites and caused Deuteronomy 8:3
them to hunger. Will He for His purposes bring similar judgments on us so 
that we must choose to accept His chastening and submit to Him as our 
sovereign?

Why might He rejoice in exercising His judgment against people? It is 
actually because of His  love. Peter reminds us, "The Lord is not merciful
slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is long suffering 
toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to 

" ( ). Paul, in , confirms this, saying God repentance II Peter 3:9 I Timothy 2:4
"desires all men to be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth." Thus, 
He can rejoice in punishment because He knows that the punishment will be 
the means of drawing men to the knowledge of the truth by which they can 
repent and be saved.

— John W. Ritenbaugh
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To learn more, see:
Fully Accepting God's Sovereignty (Part One)

 Related Topics:
 Accepting God's Sovereignty

 Carnal Mind, Enmity to God's Law
 Faith , Living by

 God's Judgment
 Just Shall live by Faith

 Satan Deceives Whole World
 Submitting to God

 Submitting to God's Sovereignty
 Submitting to God's Will
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