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Daily Verse and Comment

  Matthew 17:14-21

(14) And when they had come to the multitude, a man came to Him, 
kneeling down to Him and saying, (15) “Lord, have mercy on my son, 
for he is an epileptic and suffers severely; for he often falls into the fire 
and often into the water. (16) So I brought him to Your disciples, but 
they could not cure him.” (17) Then Jesus answered and said, “O 
faithless and perverse generation, how long shall I be with you? How 
long shall I bear with you? Bring him here to Me.” (18) And Jesus 
rebuked the demon, and it came out of him; and the child was cured from 
that very hour. (19) Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, 
"Why could we not cast it out?" (20) So Jesus said to them, "Because of 
your unbelief; for assuredly, I say to you, if you have faith as a mustard 
seed, you will say to this mountain, "Move from here to there," and it 
will move; and nothing will be impossible for you. (21) However, this 
kind does not go out except by prayer and fasting."

  Mark 9:14-29

(14) And when He came to the disciples, He saw a great multitude 
around them, and scribes disputing with them. (15) Immediately, when 
they saw Him, all the people were greatly amazed, and running to  Him,
greeted Him. (16) And He asked the scribes, 'What are you discussing 
with them?' (17) Then one of the crowd answered and said, 'Teacher, I 
brought You my son, who has a mute spirit. (18) And wherever it seizes 
him, it throws him down; he foams at the mouth, gnashes his teeth, and 
becomes rigid. So I spoke to Your disciples, that they should cast it out, 
but they could not.' (19) He answered him and said, 'O faithless 
generation, how long shall I be with you? How long shall I bear with 
you? Bring him to Me.' (20) Then they brought him to Him. And when 
he saw Him, immediately the spirit convulsed him, and he fell on the 

https://www.theberean.org
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/23715/eVerseID/23722
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/24553/eVerseID/24568


The Berean: Daily Verse and Commentary for Matthew 17:14-21 
(https://www.theberean.org)

Page  of 2 4

ground and wallowed, foaming at the mouth. (21) So He asked his father, 
“How long has this been happening to him?” And he said, “From 
childhood. (22) And often he has thrown him both into the fire and into 
the water to destroy him. But if You can do anything, have compassion 
on us and help us.” (23) Jesus said to him, 'If you can believe, all things 

 possible to him who believes.' (24) Immediately the father of the are
child cried out and said with tears, “Lord, I believe; help my unbelief!” 
(25) When Jesus saw that the people came running together, He rebuked 
the unclean spirit, saying to it, “Deaf and dumb spirit, I command you, 
come out of him and enter him no more!” (26) Then  cried out, the spirit
convulsed him greatly, and came out of him. And he became as one dead, 
so that many said, “He is dead.” (27) But Jesus took him by the hand and 
lifted him up, and he arose. (28) And when He had come into the house, 
His disciples asked Him privately, 'Why could we not cast it out?' (29) So 
He said to them, 'This kind can come out by nothing but prayer and 
fasting.'

  Luke 9:37-43

(37) Now it happened on the next day, when they had come down from 
the mountain, that a great multitude met Him. (38) Suddenly a man from 
the multitude cried out, saying, “Teacher, I implore You, look on my son, 
for he is my only child. (39) And behold, a spirit seizes him, and he 
suddenly cries out; it convulses him so that he foams  and it at the mouth;
departs from him with great difficulty, bruising him. (40) So I implored 
Your disciples to cast it out, but they could not.” (41) Then Jesus 
answered and said, “O faithless and perverse generation, how long shall I 
be with you and bear with you? Bring your son here.” (42) And as he was 
still coming, the demon threw him down and convulsed  Then Jesus him.
rebuked the unclean spirit, healed the child, and gave him back to his 
father. (43) And they were all amazed at the majesty of God. But while 
everyone marveled at all the things which Jesus did, He said to His 
disciples, 

    New King James Version

 walked with His disciples from Bethsaida to the neighborhood of Jesus
Caesarea Philippi. Six to eight days later, Jesus went up into a high mountain 
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to pray, taking Peter, James, and John with Him and leaving His other nine 
disciples behind. There He was transfigured before the three. Meanwhile in 
the valley, the remaining nine disciples failed to cast out a demon from a 
young boy. Descending the day following His transfiguration, Christ healed 
the demoniac boy.

The failure of the nine disciples had given the scribes fuel for criticism of 
both the disciples and Christ. When Christ arrived on the scene, the scribes 
were being critically disruptive about the failure. The scribes were not 
known for their questioning as much as for their refuting and disputing. 
"Questioning" (KJV) or "disputing" (NKJV) in  is translated from Mark 9:14
a Greek word that implies confuting, that is, attempting to disprove or deny.

The success of Christ, however, countered the failure of the disciples, 
shutting the mouths of the critical scribes. His coming upon this scene of 
dispute, chaos, and darkness must have been an incredible contrast to the 
honor, power, and glory that He had just experienced on the mountain in the 
Transfiguration. The sights and sounds that met Him on His return to the 
sinful world must have disturbed Him.

— Martin G. Collins

To learn more, see:
The Miracles of Jesus Christ: Exorcising a Young Boy (Part One)

 Related Topics:

 Exorcism
 Failure to Cast Out Demons

 Jesus Christ's Exorcising a Young Boy
 Jesus Christ's Miracles

 Transfiguration
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