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Daily Verse and Comment

  Daniel 11:32

(32) And he will corrupt by flattery those who do evil against  the
covenant, but the people who know their God shall be strong and do 
exploits. 

    A Faithful Version

The circumstance prophesied in  is gradually taking shape on Daniel 11:32
the horizon. Those who know Him and "see" Him are those who so respect 
and revere Him that they never want to be out of His presence nor disappoint 
Him. The Bible describes such people as "fearing Him."  is generally Fear
defined as an unpleasant emotion caused by exposure to danger or 
expectation of lack or pain. Its synonyms include "dread," "terror," "panic," 
"alarm," and "fright." Though it contains elements of these characteristics, 
the fear of  is most certainly not dominated by them. This particular God
quality of fear is not abject terror.

The fear of God centers on worshipful admiration and appreciation. It is a 
wonder, awe, delight, pleasure, and warm approval of all He is in His 
Person. It esteems Him above all others because of the awesome, loving 
mixture of His intelligence, creativity, generosity, , , wisdom kindness patience
, and mercy, all within an aura of overwhelming and yet subdued power. 
These qualities are not ones that a person immediately recognizes, but rather 
ones that an individual comes to know as the result of experience with Him. 
His qualities draw a person to God rather than repel him in cringing terror.

, a psalm of David, a man after God's own heart, makes a telling Psalm 34:11
statement regarding this fear: "Come, you children, listen to me; I will teach 
you the fear of the L ." This fear is not natural to man; it is not built into ORD
the carnal mind. Human nature will reject it because the carnal mind is 
enmity with God ( ).Romans 8:7
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Godly fear is a quality of reverence and respect of God that must be learned, 
and only those whom God calls and converts can learn it, because doing so 
requires a relationship with Him to come to know Him. The unconverted do 
not have this relationship. Those who fear God will do great exploits 
regardless of their human status, great or small. To be in that position, we 
must make the best use of the relationship that He enables by His calling. We 
have to respond by seeking Him to remain in His spiritual presence, or we 
will never learn the fear of God nor have it as part of our characters.

The fear of the Lord is a necessary, foundational plank supporting a life lived 
in . It is a strong influence that drives us toward God and His way, not faith
one that incites us to flee from Him. It is not only foundational to this way of 
life, but it is also a fruit of it, learned and strengthened in the character of 
those who pay the costs of . The sons of God live in the living by faith
present yet always look to the future in the , humbly Kingdom of God
accepting His judgments on their lives. They strive to make good, daily use 
of His Word. Such people will receive God's spiritual blessings and do 
exploits.

— John W. Ritenbaugh

To learn more, see:
Fully Accepting God's Sovereignty, Part Three: The Fruits
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 Terror
 Wonder
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